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                          Next Gathering is: 17 February 2010 
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Last month, we attended the Mid-Winter roundup and this 
was the first time we had to evacuate the meetings due to 
fire alarms going off.  It happened in the last classes of the 
day and then we would have closing ceremonies.  Court 
Van Sickle and Skip Surre were the bravest of Chapter U 
by riding up on Friday in the freezing temperatures.  There 
were another couple of men that had rode from Amarillo on 
their bikes.  Court was presented with the Accident Free for 
2009 certificate for our Chapter.  Court also received the 
Chapter Educator of the Year certificate.  Court and Skip 
have done an awesome job by becoming facilitators for our 
chapter and making sure everyone in our Chapter rides 
safe.  Our heartfelt thanks go out to them for all they have 
done for the Chapter. 

After closing ceremonies, which had to be moved due to the 
fire department handling a messy situation at the Covention 
Center, the two couples that were vying for the District 
Couple of the Year award did their interview and turns and 
question answering segments.  Duke and Chela Thompson 
did an awesome job representing Chapter U but 
unfortunately they were not chosen.  They did a great job 
telling their story about how they became members of 
GWRRA and Chapter U.  We want to commend them for 
everything they have done for the Chapter.  We are blessed 
to have them with our Chapter. 

The weather seems to be cooperating more of late and we 
are planning some great rides so we can get back to having 
fUn.  The past couple of months has been less than 
desireable to ride with the rain and the cold.  Sunny skies 
seem to be happening more each week but the wind has 
been rather fierce this year.  

We are working with Court and Skip and would like to get 
some more training sessions lined up on the calendar also.  
We want to have another Horizons training and have been 
told by District staff we will have to wait till sometime around 
August because they are improving the training program.  
When we get more details we will let everyone know either 
at the meetings or in the weekly update. 

February is the month of love.  Please share your love with 
your loved ones and let them know how much you care.   

 

Ride Meeting Location  

Unless otherwise specified, all Saturday rides depa rt 
from Yamaha of San Antonio, (YOSA), 15564 I-35 N 
between Evans Rd and Olympia Parkway. 
 

Friday Night Rides  
Meet at the Wal-Mart on the northwest corner of I-3 5 
and FM 3009 at 6:30 and we will decide where we wan t 
to go!  

Chap "U" Gatherings  
3rd Wednesday of each month. Our next Gathering wil l 
be 16 December 2009 at the Longhorn Cafe; 2501 Pat 
Booker Road; Universal City. We "Meet-to-Eat" at 6: 00 
with "Information Sharing" beginning at 7:00 pm. Ho pe 
to see "U" there 
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The following article was written by Michael & 
Suzanne Elrod, TX District Educators.  We have 
made some minor editorial changes, and updated the 
statistics. 
 
STATUS QUO 
 
No-one cares much for changes in our lives.  We much 
prefer the familiar and comfortable Status Quo.  But wasn’t 
the old tried and true Status Quo a change in our lives 
when it first came along?  Change for change’s sake is not 
necessarily a good thing.  But there comes a time in 
everyone’s life when change is necessary for security, 
happiness, and even survival.  This is true in today’s 
business world, and it is also very true on today’s 
congested and dangerous highways and byways. 
 
For several years Educators, from the National Level all 
the way down to the Chapters, have been reciting very 
dismal accident statistics.  Here is some recent information 
that may cause you some dismay. 
 
KEY FACTS 
• According to the U.S. Department of Transportation’s 
National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA), 
in 2008, 5,290 people died in motorcycle crashes, the 
highest level since NHTSA began collecting data in 1975. 
The 2008 figure represents a 2.2 percent increase from 
5,174 the previous year.  
 
• Motorcycle crash fatalities have increased every year for 
the past 11 years.  
 
• Motorcyclists were 37 times more likely than passenger 
car occupants to die in a crash per vehicle mile traveled in 
2007 and nine times more likely to be injured, according to 
NHTSA. 
 
All accidents used for these statistics were fatality 
accidents.  If all accidents that occurred but did not involve 
fatalities were factored in imagine what that would do to 
these stats. Before we can go about improving these 
numbers we must first understand them. 
 
The NTHSA and Motorcycle Safety Foundation (MSF) 
Instructors, including Randy McBay our Chapter’s MSF 
Instructor, cite many reasons for this current crisis. They 
tell us that unlicensed drivers, drivers that have never 

received any formal training, and experienced drivers with 
no recent remedial training are at the highest risk of fatal 
accidents. They also point to the 40+ generation with 
slower reflexes riding larger, heavier, and faster machines 
may not be up to the task of handling these bikes without 
remedial training. The NHTSA also points out the hazards 
of other vehicles violating our right-of-way, usually b y 
making a left turn in front of us. Then there is the issue of 
running wide in a curve because of excessive speed or 
poor entry skills. Alcohol is becoming a factor in more 
motorcycle accidents. Personally, I think these factors can 
be condensed into two words: Complacency and Apathy. 
That seems to be our current Status Quo. There is very 
little we can do about the apathy of the other drivers 
sharing the road with us. But we can overcome our own 
complacency. 
 
Here comes one of my self-tests. Honestly evaluate your 
current riding skills. Could you effectively initiate an abrupt 
unrehearsed maneuver to avoid an accident without losing 
control of your bike? Have you tried that on a parking lot in 
the last week? Month? Year? Have you practiced riding 
skills that would reduce the possibility of needing to 
swerve hard? Have you taken a refresher rider course of 
some type in the last three years? 
 
If you answered “No”  to any of the above questions I 
would like to ask a favor of you. Would you please 
consider the possibility that your skills could use a little 
sharpening? Would you consider changing your Status 
Quo by enrolling in a course somewhere and with 
someone?  
 
The statistics are there in black and white. The current 
mindset isn’t working. Motorcycle enthusiasts are dying at 
an alarming rate. The only way to reverse this trend is to 
change your Status Quo and become pro-active rather 
than reactive to safety issues. 
 
Ride Safe – Ride Aware – Ride Respectfully 
 
Michael & Suzanne Elrod 
TX District Educators 
Master Tour Riders 
6680 & 6679 
 
 
 
Thanks to Michael & Suzanne for this article. 
 
 
 
You don’t have to look far to find skills training.  
Just continue to watch the Chapter U website, 
and the weekly updates for announcements of 
upcoming education and riding improvement 
opportunities. 
 
Court & Diane van Sickler 
Chapter U Educators 
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Rider Education 
 

Court VanSickler  
Master Tour Rider #7394  

Chapter Educator  
red@texaschapteru.org   
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Ask Court how you enroll or move forward in the 
program today! 

 
Get With Court Van Sickler to Enroll Today! 

 

ce@texaschapteru.org  
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Happy New Year!! 
 
As we look forward to another year of great fun and 
fellowship we need to take a minute and thank our Creator 
for keeping us safe and putting us all together to be a 
united force for the betterment of our hobby and 
community.  
 
2010 promises to be a year full of great times with great 
friends. All of the things we have done in the past have 
made doing them again, old hat. Things like our rally, 
cleaning up the roadway, ect. will be second nature to us 
with no fears or reservations. 
 
We should be proud of the achievements of Chapter U. 
We’ve come a long way just in the two years Sharon and I 
have been associated with this group. 
One of the deeds we accomplished this past year and one 
very near and dear to my heart was the giving and aiding 
of our Christmas family. I feel it was not only a labor of 
love for Sharon and myself, but for our entire chapter 
because of the generosity of all. We raised enough money 
to provide a great Christmas Dinner for them and also to 
give them a little extra. They were in need of so much and 
Chapter U was able to give them the basic necessities 
they lacked. I know many of you are wondering how the 
event went so here is my report. 
Sharon and I arrived at out pre-determined meeting place, 
Bill Millers, on Rittiman road to find Dave Weaver and his 
son already there. As we were making our way into the 
restaurant Floyd Deater and Carolyn Haig drove up. 
 
Dave was enjoying a lite snack so we decided to do the 
same. I guess the smell of good food and the fact it was 

dinner time attracted Jack Dowda and Linda Brackeen 
while we were ordering. Before long Court Van Sickler and 
Steve and Susan Ochs arrived. We all enjoyed our meals 
and each other’s company prior to doing what we came to 
do. Everybody knows we don’t miss a chance to eat.  
 
We arrived at our destination to find “Our Family” anxiously 
awaiting in great anticipation of what we would bring them 
this Yule Season. There were dishes, pots and pans, 
general hygiene bags for each of them that included hair 
brushes, tooth paste, tooth brushes, deodorant, chewing 
gum, books, undergarments, perfumes, mens cologne, 
small toys, shampoo and soap. There was a 32” television 
set, a twin bed, a full size bed and a bureau for the TV. 
There were many gifts for Nicolette, the mother, numerous 
gifts for the children that included a skate board, cameras 
and beauty doll heads for Diara and Lyric, and dolls, and 
games for Mckaila. There was a big turkey, dinner rolls, 
flour and sugar. There was pie crust and pumpkin mix and 
cranberry sauce. There was butter, eggs, green beans and 
milk. There was laughter and joy as we all came together 
to make this family feel a little special on this special day.  
Toting all of the goods was a nice workout for all of us and 
the children did not hesitate to lend a hand. Some of the 
items were a challenge for old bones as we had to lug 
them up a very narrow set of stairs. Believe me, there was 
not a happier bunch of people anywhere in San Antonio 
than the sixteen of us in this small apartment. The joy of 
receiving couldn’t have been nearly as rewarding as the 
joy of giving. Chapter U always does things in a big way 
and collectively we went above and beyond my wildest 
expectations. While it may not seem like a lot for any one 
of us, together it all added up and this was a very 
deserving family in need. The children are so well 
mannered and humble. As I said at our gathering, they 
didn’t ask for anything because they feel they have 
everything they need. We just made life a little more 
pleasant for them. I know I share in their sentiment when I 
say “THANK YOU” Chapter U. 
 
Archie and Sharon Haley   
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Community Service Corner  
 

Archie & Sharon Haley 
ArchieH@cccgroupinc.com  
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The Cowboy Boots   

 
(Anyone who has ever dressed a child will love this one!)  

 
 

Did you hear about the Texas teacher who was 
helping one of her kindergarten students put on 
his cowboy boots?  
 
He asked for help and she could see why.  
 
Even with her pulling and him pushing, the little 
boots still didn't want to go on.  
 
By the time they got the second boot on, she had 
worked up a sweat.  
 
She almost cried when the little boy said, 
'Teacher, they're on the wrong feet.' She looked, 
and sure enough, they were.  
 
It wasn't any easier pulling the boots off than it 
was putting them on. 
 
She managed to keep her cool as together they 
worked to get the boots back on, this time on the 
right feet.  
 
He then announced, 'These aren't my boots.'  
 
She bit her tongue rather than get right in his fac e 
and scream, Why didn't you say so?', like she 
wanted to. Once again, she struggled to help him 
pull the ill-fitting boots off his little Feet.  
 
No sooner had they gotten the boots off when he 
said,  
 
'They're my brother's boots. My Mom made me 
wear 'em.'  
 
Now she didn't know if she should laugh or cry. 
But, she mustered up what grace and courage 
she had left to wrestle the boots on his feet 
again.  
 
Helping him into his coat, she asked, 'Now, where 
are your mittens?'  
 
He said, 'I stuffed 'em in the toes of my boots.'  
 
She will be eligible for parole in three years.  
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Recommended Riding Apparel for 
all Chapter U Rides:  

 
1. Safety approved helmet.  
2. Proper eye protection  
3. Boots, jeans or leather pants, riding 

suit, rain gear, gloves. (Shorts and tennis shoes 
are not proper clothing when riding a motorcycle. 
Do so at your own risk and preferably not on a 
chapter ride.) This protocol is only a suggestion 
and for your  safety in an activity that is inherently 
risky. �  
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February 2010 

Friday 5 February - This Friday night ride will be at 
McBees BBQ located at 508 Landa St. New Braunfels, 
TX.  We will meet at 6:30 PM at the restaurant. 

Tuesday 9 February - Staff meeting will be at at Dragon 
Lake Chinese in Universal City. Meet and eat at 6:00 PM 
and meeting at 7:00 PM 

Wednesday 17 February - Chapter "U" Gathering, 
Longhorn Cafe;  2501 Pat Booker Rd;  Universal City.  
"Meet-to-Eat" at 6:00 pm.  Information Sharing begins at 
7:00pm. 

Friday 19 February - This Friday night ride will be at Lion 
& Rose Pub located at 8211 Agora Pkwy Selma, TX.  We 
will meet at 6:30 PM at the restaurant. 

March 2010   

Friday 5 March - This Friday night ride will be at Grumpy's 
(Shack Attack)   18817 FM 2252 Ste A, Bracken, TX.  We 
will meet at 6:30 PM at the restaurant. 

Tuesday 9 March - Staff meeting will be at at Dragon 
Lake Chinese in Universal City. Meet and eat at 6:00 PM 
and meeting at 7:00 PM 

Wednesday 17 March - 
Chapter "U" Gathering, 
Longhorn Cafe;  2501 Pat 
Booker Rd;  Universal 
City.  "Meet-to-Eat" at 
6:00 pm.  Information 
Sharing begins at 7:00pm. 

Friday 19 March - This 
Friday night ride will be at 
La Tortillita's, 650 W. FM 
78, Cibolo, TX.  We will 
meet at 6:30 PM at the 
restaurant. 

25-27 March - Region Rally in Marshall, TX 

April 2010   

8 - 10 April - Louisiana District Rally, Lafayette, LA 

9 - 11 April - Sand Fest, Port Aransas, TX 

Tuesday 13 April - Staff meeting will be at at Dragon Lake 
Chinese in Universal City. Meet and eat at 6:00 PM and 
meeting at 7:00 PM 

Wednesday 21 April - Chapter "U" Gathering, Longhorn 
Cafe;  2501 Pat Booker Rd;  Universal City.  "Meet-to-Eat" 
at 6:00 pm.  Information Sharing begins at 7:00pm. 

May 2010  

6-8 May - Texas District Rally in Killeen 

Tuesday 11 May - Staff meeting will be at at Dragon Lake 
Chinese in Universal City. Meet and eat at 6:00 PM and 
meeting at 7:00 PM 

Wednesday 19 May - Chapter "U" Gathering, Longhorn 
Cafe;  2501 Pat Booker Rd;  Universal City.  "Meet-to-Eat" 
at 6:00 pm.  Information Sharing begins at 7:00pm. 

27-29 May - Arkansas District Rally, Rogers, AR 

 

2010 Texas District Rally 

Rally The Troops 
Killeen, TX - May 6, 7, 8, 2010  
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Charlie Brown  phone: 210-497-3900 email: ace@texaschapteru.org 
Brad & Jill Severe  phone: 210-386-0507 email:cd@texaschapteru.org 
Steve & Susan Ochs  phone: 361-571-2909   email: 
sosunshine6@hotmail.com 
Mike Mills  phone: 830-214-6868  email: mills_michael@att.net 
Ken & Connie Jordan  phone: 210-658-2136  email kenj1@att.net 
Tom & Nancy Byrd  phone: 210-655-2566 email: 
mertweety@yahoo.com 
Dave Weaver  phone: 210-945-0575 email: mec@texaschapteru.org  
Gary & Melissa Skorman    phone: 210-490-5757 email: 
GARYSKORMAN@SBCGLOBAL.NET 
Jack Dowda  & Linda Brackeen    phone: Phone: 210-862-7510 email: 
jackdowda@att.net 
Luis & Ida Flores   phone: 210-373-8482 email: wilkim45@yahoo.com 

Court & Diane vanSickler   Phone: 830-606-0068  email: 
cbvs98@hotmail.com 
John McClinton   Phone: 210-490-6824  email: 
johnmcclinton@yahoo.com 
Duke &  Chela Thompso n  Phone: 210-260-8626  email: 
drdct@aol.com 
Skip Surre   Phone: 210-787-6653  email: ssurre@satx.rr.com 
Robert Renfro   Phone: 210-591-8826  email: AC7KH@arrl.net 
Mike & Cindy Edmonds   Phone: 210-887-8560  email: 
medmonds@grandecom.net 
Sal Pesta  Phone: 210-662-8161  email: spesta@sbcglobal.net 
Jim Brown   phone: 830-438-5334  email: 
sixflagsbrown@msn.com 
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