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December 2011 came and went pretty fast. There
werendt t oo manybe€bse @fthe r
holidays and weather. Our Road Captain class had
been scheduled for the first Saturday in December,
but was cancelled because of bad weather. Weather
didnét affect our

was a big successd had a great turnout and lots of
fun. We said good-bye to our Couple of the Year for
2011 (Court and Diane van Sickler) and announced
Steve and Donna van Gilder as our Couple of the
Year for 2012.

Well, 2012 is now here and promises to be another
great year for the Chapter. We will start out with the
annual Blessing of the Bikes on January 1 to be held
at Javelina Harley Davidson in Boerne again this
year. Details are listed on the Chapter webpage. Be
sure to check the Chapter webpage regularly for
updates and/or changes to the schedule.

GWRRAOGs Mid Winter
January 14 in New Braunfels for the first time. The
schedule of events is listed in the December issue of
the District newsletter found on the District webpage.
Staff members are encouraged to attend if possible,
but this event is open to anyone who wishes to
attend and find out more about the workings of

Next Gathering is: 18 January 12

GOLD WING ROAD RIDERS ASSOCIATION
Friends for Fun, Safety & Knowledge

Texas Chapter "U"

www.texaschapteru.org

Chri st mas
and Diane and hel dhowmh. ItMont a

Roundup

FUN - SAFETY - KNOWLEDGE

GWRRA including a Question and Answer (Q&A)
session with the District Staff following the break-out
sessions during the day. The new Chapter Couple of
the Year for 2012 will be introduced and awarded
their COY medallions. If possible, please come and
give them your support. Wear your red shirts and/or
vests if you have them to let everyone know who we
are. District will provide lunch. You will get to visit
and meet a whole lot of people from different
Chapters around the state.

Trajning fo r%g Texas Officer Certification Program
OCP) will be held on February 4-5, 2012 in
Georgetown, TX. Anyone wishing to attend needs to
let Lynn Heene know at lynnheene@yahoo.com by
Jaguary 2{0.>,201gr chgtprga@ddmotglwforggtlgq t
are, listgglinyt ember iSsue of the District
newsletter OCP |s open to anyone who would like to
attend. Current staff who does not have this training
should consider attending. Also, anyone considering
a staff position in the future would find this training
beneficial.

AN EARLY REMINDER--The Region H Rally will
be held in Marshall, Texas on March 29-31.
Hopefully there will be enough interest to plan this as
a Chapter ride. So mark your calendars. Updates
will appear as the time gets closer.

Be sure to join us on our next ride and Chapter
meeting AND BRING A FRIEND.

il be held on
Ri\gesafe,

Ken and Connie Jordan, Chapter iUo CDs
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Inside this issue:

Ride Meeting Location

Unless otherwise specified, all Saturday rides depart
from Kent Power Sports, (YOSA), 15564 I-35 N
between Evans Rd and Olympia Parkway. Check the
website at www.texaschapteru.org for ride
information.

Friday Night Rides

Meet at your favorite place to eat, all are

pre-destined rides that are scheduled every other
Friday of the month. So be sure to let Jack and Linda
know where you would like to see the Chapter meet up
for a Friday night dinner ride!

Chap "U" Gatherings

3rd Wednesday of each month at the La Cabana
Restaurant, just outside of Cibolo, TX; 170 Buffalo PI,
Cibolo, TX. 78108. We "Meet-to-Eat" at 6:00 with
"Information Sharing” beginning at 7:00 pm. Hope to
see "U" there! Next Chapter Gathering is 18 Jan 12.
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Court & Diane
VanSickler

cbvs98@hotmail.com

GO GITCHA MOMMA

A redneck family from the hills were visiting the city
and they went to a mall for the first time in their lives.
The father and son were strolling around while the
wife shopped. They were amazed by almost
everything they saw, but especially by two shiny,
silver walls that could move apart and then slide back
together again.

The boy asked, "Paw, what's at?"

The father (never having seen an elevator)
responded, "Son, | dunno. | ain't never seen anything
like that in my whole life, | ain't got no idea'r what it is.

While the boy and his father were watching with
amazement, a fat old lady in a wheel chair rolled up
to the moving walls and pressed a button.

The walls opened and the lady rolled between them
into a small room The walls closed and the boy and
his father watched the small circular number above
the walls light up sequentially.

They continued to watch until it reached the last
number and then the numbers began to light in the
reverse order. Then the walls opened up again and a
gorgeous, voluptuous 24 year-old blonde woman
stepped out.

The father, not taking his eyes off the young
woman, said quietly to his son..........

Court & Diane VanSickler,
ACDG X Chapter U
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Rider Education
Skip & Beth Surre

skipsurre@yahoo.com

Antilock Braking System

ABS was first developed in 1929 for aircraft and
entered into gener al use
In 1981 BMW introduced ABS on a motorcycle. Early
in the 21st century, ABS is now becoming more
routinely available on motorcycles, either as standard
equipment or as an option.

Motorcycle braking as any rider knows, stopping a
motorcycle isn't as simple as stopping a car. Most
motorcycles have separate braking controls for the
front and rear wheels, and either we'll can lock up
during hard braking. On a car, a lockup might result
in a skid on a motorcycle, it often means a serious
fall. No matter how skilled a rider you are, you can't
predict when a driver ahead of you will cut you off,
forcing you to brake hard. Road surfaces can be
unexpectedly sandy or more slippery than they look.
With ABS, riders can break fully without fear of
locking up. Anti-locks automatically reduce brake
pressure when a lockup is about to occur and
increase it again after traction is restored.

How ABS Works

An antilock braking system works by constantly
measuring wheel speed. One common way to do this
is with a small group ring near the brake disk often
called eight tone wheel. The wheel speed sensor
sends the tone wheel readings to the ABS unit, which
can determine whether the wheel is about to stop
rotating. If it is, wheel speed information is used to
adjust the pressure from the brake cylinder on the
brake caliper multiple times per second. ABS does
not affect normal braking, you only use it during an
emergency. Both conventional braking systems and
combined braking systems, which link one or more
controls to both wheels can add ABS. Today systems
can be as light as a pound and a half so there's no
drag on performance. They are very easy to use. In
an emergency situation on an ABS bike, just apply
the brakes hard! Do not manually pump your brakes.

Aggressive braking will initiate the ABS system
automatically and the rider can concentrate on
the immediate threat 8 and not the brakes.

On the other hand, many experienced riders can
bring their non-ABS bike to a stop faster than an
ABS equipped bike, by way of well-practiced,
efficient, front and rear braking & particularly on
clean, dry pavement. The question is can you do that
under the stress of a life-threatening, panic-braking
scenario? And even more to the point, how refined
are your emergency braking skills on wet or dirty
roads?

aut omob plbesSeeheitst he 70Njs.

Studies of fatal crashes, insurance claims, and test
track performance all confirm the importance of
antilock brakes. The rate of fatal crashes is 37%
lower for motorcycles equipped with optional ABS
than for those same models without ABS. Collision
insurance claims for motorcycles with ABS are filed
22% less frequently than for motorcycles without it.
Shorter stopping distances on the test track with both
new and experienced riders stop more quickly with
ABS. Stopping distances improve on wet and dry
services alike. BMW, Honda, Yamaha, and Harley-
Davidson continue to present motorcycles with ABS.
Safety features that have become incorporated in
automobiles are being reconfigured for application to
motorcycles, such as rear-wheel traction control
system and power steering, and their riders, such as
integrated airbags in leather suits and memory foam
to encourage form-fit helmets.

When it comes to motorcycles, the NHTSA tends to
back off. Public pressure and an unwillingness to
embrace helmets as a good item resulted in a long,
and still unresolved, battle. Some, but not all,
motorcycle companies are adding ABS as standard
equipment. The system definitely works to helping
maintain control and avoid collisions. Cost might play
a factor in why bikes are produced without ABS, but
the price of insurance, medical care, and funerals are
expensive, also. | believe we are seeing the signs of
an upcoming struggle for mandatory ABS, because
otherwise, it won't happen.

Lets be safe as we enjoy our motorcycles and the
friendship they bring into our lives.

Safe riding to you and we wilee you at the rides.

Skip and Beth
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Maria Delaughter Coordinators

Jack & Linda Dowda

Mariaed74@gmail.com jackdowda@att.net

Thanks to Maria & Ron Delaughter and Jack
& Linda Dowda for helping us put together
our Chapt erandiMeet &Eatdet s
togethers!!!

Upcoming Events

Saturday, 7 January - Ride to
Belmont, TX. Lunch at the

Belmont Social Club. Depart from
Kent Power Sports (YOSA) at 9:30
AM. 78130.

Dond6t forget to check ¢
Accessory products at Cowhide Covers

Saturday, 14 January - Texas
Mid-Winter Roundup at the
New Braunfels Convention
Center located at 375 South
Castell Avenue, New Braunfels,

Wednesday, 18 Jan -
AfiChapter Gatt
La Cabana

Restaurant at 170
Buffalo PI Cibolo, TX
78108. Meet to eat at
6:00 PM.

/

SPecilzing i Goldwing Prodiets—— wwcomidecovers com

Saturday, 21 January -
Holiday Weekend -
Impromptu Ride &
Breakfast. More details
to follow.

Saturday, 28 January - Ride
to Falls City and Pollok's Meat
Market for lunch. Depart from
Kent Power Sports (YOSA) at



http://www.cowhidecovers.com/
http://www.cowhidecovers.com/
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January

Ron Delaughter 5t
Randy McBay 6"
J.D. Kvapil 11"
Mike Whiteside 20"
Gaylord Touchstone 27"
Sam Morris 27"

we donot have
please let us know!

your

January

Hilmer & Betty Merz
Skip & Beth Surre
Bill & Jan Johnson

Sam & Sheila Morris

3rd
13th
24"

27"
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Chapter Director:
Asst Chapter Director:

Ken & Connie Jordan phone: 210-658-2136 email: kenj1l@att.net
Court & Diane Van Sickler ph: 830-606-0068 email: cbvs98@hotmail.com
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Chapter Educator: Skip & Beth Surre phone: 210-787-6653 email: skipsurre@yahoo.com

Treasurers: Donna Van Gilder phone: 210-654-8048 email: dvangilder@satx.rr.com
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Couple -Of-The -Year: Steve & Donna Van Gilder phone: 210-391-9495 email: dvangilder@satx.rr.com

Ride Coordinator:

Maria Delaughter phone: 830-964-2930 email: mariaed74@gmail.com

Membership Enhancement:

Dave Weaver Phone: 210-945-0575 email: mec@texaschapteru.org

Webmaster: Steve VanGilder Phone: 210-654-8048 email: dvangilder@satx.rr.com
Newsletter Editor
Chapter Photographers . Steve VanGilder Phone: 210-391-9495
Rally Coordinator: THIS COULD BE YOU!

. Steve VanGilder Phone: 210-654-8048 email: dvangilder@satx.rr.com

Friday Night Ride Contact : Jack & Linda Dowda Phone: 210-862-7510 email: jackdowda@att.net

Community  Service Coordinators : Archie & Sharon Haley Phone: 210-410-1748 email: archieh3@gmail.com

Scrapbook/Historian: THIS COULD BE YOU!

Road Captains:

Charlie Brown phone: 210-497-3900 email: ace@texaschapteru.org Court & Diane VanSickler Phone: 830-606-0068

Brad & Jill Severe phone: 210-386-0507 email:

email: cbvs98@hotmail.com

txueducator@aol.com
Mike Mills phone: 830-214-6868 email: mills_michael@att.net

John McClinton Phone: 210-490-6824
email: johnmcclinton@yahoo.com

Ken & Connie Jordan phone: 210-219-3059 email: kenjl@att.net
Dave Weaver phone: 210-945-0575 email: mec@texaschapteru.org
Gary Skorman phone: 210-490-5757

email: GARYSKORMAN@SBCGLOBAL.NET

Jack & Linda Dowda phone: Phone: 210-862-7510
email: jackdowda@att.net

Duke & Chela Thompson Phone: 210-260-8626

email: drdct@aol.com

Skip Surre Phone: 210-787-6653 email:
skipsurre@yahoo.com

Robert Renfro Phone: 210-591-8826 email: AC7TKH@arrl.net
Mike & Cindy Edmonds Phone: 210-887-8560

Luis & Ida Flores phone: 210-373-8482 email: wilkim45@yahoo.com  email: medmonds@grandecom.net

Steve & Donna Van Gilder Phone: 210-654-8048 email:
dvangilder@satx.rr.com

Sal Pesta Phone: 210-662-8161 email: spesta@sbcglobal.net
Jim Brown phone: 830-438-5334
email: sixflagsbrown@msn.com

Texas District Officers & Staff

website: www.gwrra-tx.org

District  Directors Fred & Mandy Mew

TexasDD@gwrra _ -tx.org

Assistant District Directors Mark & Lynn Heene

TxDD@qgwr ra -tx.org

Assistant District Directors David & Christina Vidrine

TXADD2@gwrra__-tx.org

District Educator Chet Roby & Maria Collins

TXED@GWRRA -TX.org

Dis trict Trainer Lynn Heene

TxTrainer@gwrra __ -tx.org

Couple of the Year 2010 Dave & Jean Simmons

TxCOY@qgwrra -tx.org

District Treasurer Leona McDade

TxTreasurer@gwrra -tx.org

Membership Enhancement Coordinator  (MEC) Carolyn Barton

TXMEC@qgwrra__-tx.org

Assistant MEC Donna Holley

Asstmec@gwrra___-tx.org

Newsletter Editor Mandy Mew

NLE@gwrra -tx.org

Vendor Coordinators Don & Linda Holley

TxVC@gwrra -tx.org

District Administrative Support and Security Terry McDade

AdminSS@gwrra__ -tx.org

Webmaster Mark Heene

webmaster@gwrra  -tx.org
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MOTOR SPORTS
15664 IH-35
Selma, TX 78154

Phone: 210.655.2625
Fax: 210.655.2820

VVDC Trike Conversions, Inc.
wWwwWw. . 2Z2VWWVingNuts_Us

210-872-6206

*MTC Voyager Trike Conversions

*Champion Sidecar-7rikes, Sidecars, Colorado
Trailers & Patriot hard bags

*Californmnia Sidecar-7rikes, Escapade Trailers &
Sidecars

*Cyclone Alarm Systems

*Klicktronic-siectric Shifter

*LED Lighting

*Rivco Accessories
VvVayne: Z2wingnutsZ@earthlink_.net
Daniel: Zwingnuts@earthlink.net
Colby: Zwingnuts3@earthlink.net




