
1 

 

Volume 6, Number  10                                 November   201 1 

                            Next Gathering is: 16 November 11 

  GOLD WING ROAD RIDERS ASSOCIATION  

Friends for Fun, Safety & Knowledge  

 

www.texa schapteru.org  

  

  Friends for  FUN - SAFETY - KNOWLEDGE                                              

 
 

 

 

October has been a pretty active month for the 

Chapter and thereôs more to come that wonôt be 

included in this article.  Weôve had new and past 

members come to join us in many activities.  The ride 

to Gonzalesô Come and Take it Festival was ridden by 

almost all new members with a new person stepping 

up to lead; our hooky ride to Leakey had quite a 

group with a new member (female) riding without her 

partner for the first time for such a distance; Friday 

night Meet & Eats always attract hungry members; 

our first Chapter picnic was a big success; our regular 

Chapter meeting had everyone laughing and having a 

good time; the ride to Lulingôs City Market 

Restaurant had 16 members sitting down to eat 

together; two more events are yet to come before the 

end of October and we had one ride cancelled because 

of rain.  By the way, the participants of these 

activities do not all ride Gold Wing motorcycles. 

Many people are under the misconception that to 

belong to the Gold Wing Road Riders Association 

(aka GWRRA) and to attend chapter meetings and 

activities, they must own a Gold Wing motorcycle. 

Everything changes and so have the rules of 

membership for GWRRA.  There are no restrictions 

as to what make or model of motorcycle a person 

rides to join GWRRA.  In fact, a person does not even 

have to own or ride a motorcycle to join the 

association.  Your membership in GWRRA alone is 

the key to being able to participate in any chartered 

chapter activity.   

There are several chapter participants who have not 

yet joined GWRRA and we would like to encourage 

them to do so.  There are many free benefits and 

discounts that come with your membership including 

training in motorcycle safety and riding skills.  You 

can check out what GWRRA has to offer on our 

webpage.  The cost of a membership breaks out to 

about $1.05 per week and only $0.15 per day.  The 

Wing World magazine, ridersô education and free 

towing service (although limited with optional 

upgrade available) are freebies worth joining up for.  

So, we hope you will think about it. 

As was discussed at our October Chapter meeting, 

Court van Sickler will be holding a Road Captain and 

Co-rider class at Kent PowerSports (YOSA in Selma) 

on Saturday, Dec. 3 at 9:30 a.m..  Co-riders will learn 

the important part they play in riding safely.  If you 

are already qualified as a road captain or co-rider, feel 

free to come and consider this a refresher course.  If 

you are not presently a road captain, please try to 

attend. 
 
Be sure to join us on our next ride and Chapter 
meeting AND BRING A FRIEND. 
 
Ride safe, 

Ken and Connie Jordan, Chapter ñUò CDs 

 
  

 
 

From the CDs  

 

Ken & Connie Jordan  

 

Kenj1@att.net  

 

http://www.texaschapteru.org/
file:///C:/Documents%20and%20Settings/Donna%20Van%20Glider/Desktop/Chapter%20U/Chap%20U%20Newsletter/NWS%20Examples/Kenj1@att.net
http://www.texaschapteru.org/
http://www.gwrra-tx.org/
http://www.gwrra-h.org/
http://www.gwrra.org/
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Inside this issue:   

 
Ride Meeting Location 
Unless otherwise specified, all Saturday rides depart 
from Kent Power Sports, (YOSA), 15564 I-35 N 
between Evans Rd and Olympia Parkway.  Check the 
website at www.texaschapteru.org for ride 
information.  
 

Friday Night Rides 
Meet at your favorite place to eat, all are  
pre-destined rides that are scheduled every other 
Friday of the month.  So be sure to let Jack and Linda 
know where you would like to see the Chapter meet up 
for a Friday night dinner ride!  
 

Chap "U" Gatherings 
3rd Wednesday of each month at the La Cabana 
Restaurant,  just outside of Cibolo, TX; 170 Buffalo Pl, 
Cibolo, TX. 78108.  We "Meet-to-Eat" at 6:00 with 
"Information Sharing" beginning at 7:00 pm.  Hope to 
see "U" there!  Next Chapter Gathering is 16 Nov 11. 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 

 
New Mexico Chili Cook off 2011 

    

Having visited Santa Fe earlier in the year, this story really 

struck home.  If you can read this whole story without 

laughing, then there's no hope for you. I was crying by the 

end. This is an actual account as relayed to paramedics at a 

chili cook-off in New Mexico .  

   

Note: Please take time to read this slowly.  

    

If you pay attention to the first two judges, the reaction of 

the third judge is even better.  

     

For those of you who have lived in New Mexico, you 

know how true this is. They actually have a Chili Cook-off 

about the time Halloween comes around. It takes up a 

major portion of a parking lot at the Santa Fe Plaza.  

 

Judge #3 was an inexperienced Chile taster named Greg, 

who was visiting from Springfield, IL.   

 

 Greg:  Recently, I was honored to be selected as a judge at 

a chili cook-off. The original person called in sick at the 

last moment and I happened to be standing there at the 

judge's table, asking for directions to the Coors Light 

truck, when the call came in. I was assured by the other 

two judges (Native New Mexicans) that the chili wouldn't 

be all that spicy; and besides, they told me I could have 

free beer during the tasting, so I accepted and became 

Judge #3.'  

  

Here are the scorecard notes from the event:  
   
CHILI # 1 -  MIKE'S MANIAC MONSTER CHILI  
   
Judge # 1  --  A little too heavy on the 
tomato. Amusing kick..  
Judge # 2  --  Nice, smooth tomato flavor. Very 
mild.  
Judge # 3  --  Holy crap, what the hell is this 
stuff? You could remove dried paint from y our 
driveway. Took  me two beers to put the flames 
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Court & Diane 

VanSickler  
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out. I hope that's the worst one. These New 
Mexicans are crazy.  
    
CHILI # 2 -  EL RANCHO'S AFTERBURNER CHILI  
   
Judge # 1 --  Smoky, with a hint of pork. 
Slight jalapeno tang.  
Judge # 2 --  Exciting BBQ f lavor, needs more 
peppers to be taken seriously.  
Judge # 3 --  Keep this out of the reach of 
children. I'm not sure what I'm supposed to 
taste besides pain. I had to wave off two 
people who wanted to give me the Heimlich 
maneuver. They had to rush in more beer when 
they saw the look on my face.  
     
CHILI # 3 -  ALFREDO'S FAMOUS BURN DOWN THE 
BARN CHILI  
   
Judge # 1 --  Excellent firehouse chili. Great 
kick.  
Judge # 2 --  A bit salty, good use of 
peppers.  
Judge # 3 --  Call the EPA. I've located a 
uranium s pill. My nose feels like I have been 
snorting Drano. Everyone knows the routine by 
now. Get me more beer before I ignite. 
Barmaid pounded me on the back, now my 
backbone is in the front part of my chest. 
I'm getting sh*t - faced from all of the beer.  
    
CHILI # 4 -  BUBBA'S BLACK MAGIC  
    
Judge # 1 --  Black bean chili with almost no 
spice. Disappointing.  
Judge # 2 --  Hint of lime in the black beans. 
Good side dish for fish or other mild foods, 
not much of a chili.  
Judge # 3 --  I felt something scraping a cross 
my tongue, but was unable to taste it. Is it 
possible to burn out taste buds? Sally, the 
beer maid, was standing behind me with fresh 
refills. This 300 lb..woman is starting to 
look HOT ... Just like this nuclear waste I'm 
eating! Is chili an aphrodi siac?  
   
CHILI # 5 -  LISA'S LEGAL LIP REMOVER  
    
Judge # 1 --  Meaty, strong chili. Jalapeno 
peppers freshly ground, adding considerable 
kick. Very  impressive.  
Judge # 2 --  Chili using shredded beef ,  could 
use more tomato. Must admit the jalapeno 
pepper s make a strong statement.  
Judge # 3 --  My ears are ringing, sweat is 
pouring off my forehead and I can no longer 

focus my eyes. I farted, and four people 
behind me needed paramedics. The contestant 
seemed offended when I told her that her 
chili had given  me brain damage. Sally saved 
my tongue from bleeding by pouring beer 
directly on it from the pitcher. I wonder if 
I'm burning my lips off. It really ticks me 
off that the other judges asked me to stop 
screaming. Screw them.  
   
CHILI # 6 -  VARGA'S VERY VEGETARIAN VARIETY  
    
Judge # 1 --  Thin yet bold vegetarian variety 
chili. Good balance of spices and peppers.  
Judge # 2 --  The best yet. Aggressive use of 
peppers,  onions, garlic. Superb.  
Judge # 3 --  My intestines are now a straight 
pipe filled with ga seous, sulfuric flames. I 
crapped on myself when I farted, and I'm 
worried it will eat through the chair. No one 
seems inclined to stand behind me except that 
Sally. Can't feel my  lips anymore. I need to 
wipe my butt with a snow cone.  
   
CHILI # 7 -  SUSAN'S SCREAMING SENSATION CHILI  
    
Judge # 1 --  A mediocre chili with too much 
reliance on canned peppers.  
Judge # 2 --  Ho hum, tastes as if the chef 
literally threw in a can of chili peppers at 
the last moment. **I should take note that I 
am worried about  Judge #3. He appears to be 
in a bit of distress as he is cursing 
uncontrollably.  
Judge # 3 --  You could put a grenade in my 
mouth, pull the pin, and I wouldn't feel a 
thing. I've lost sight in one eye, and the 
world sounds like it is made of rushing 
water. My shirt is covered with chili, which 
slid unnoticed out of my mouth. My pants are 
full of lava to match my shirt. At least 
during the autopsy, they'll know what killed 
me. I've decided to stop breathing. It's too 
painful. Screw it; I'm not getting any oxygen 
anyway. If I need air, I'll just suck it in 
through the 4 - inch hole in my stomach.  
   
CHILI # 8 -  BIG TOM'S TOENAIL CURLING CHILI  
    
Judge # 1 --  The perfect ending, this is a 
nice blend chili.. Not too bold but spicy 
enough to declare its existe nce.  
Judge # 2 --  This final entry is a good, 
balanced chili. Neither  mild nor hot. Sorry 
to see that most of it was lost when Judge #3 
farted, passed out, fell over and pulled the 
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chili pot down on top of himself. Not sure  if 
he's going to make it. Poor fella, wonder how 
he'd have reacted to really hot chili?  
Judge # 3 --  No report.  

 
 

Court & Diane VanSickler, ACDôs ï TX 
Chapter U 
 

 

What is gasoline octane and what does this 

have to do with engine knocking? 

You know that almost all motorcycles use four-stroke 

gasoline engines. One of the strokes is the 

compression stroke, where the engine compresses a 

cylinder-full of air and gas into a much smaller 

volume before igniting it with a spark plug. The 

amount of compression is called the compression 

ratio  of the engine. A typical engine might have a 

compression ratio of 8-to-1. 

The octane rating of gasoline tells you how much the 

fuel can be compressed before it spontaneously 

ignites. When gas ignites by compression rather than 

because of the spark from the spark plug, it causes 

knocking in the engine. Knocking can damage an 

engine, so it is not something you want to have 

happening. Lower-octane gas (like "regular" 87-

octane gasoline) can handle the least amount of 

compression before igniting. 

The compression ratio of your engine determines the 

octane rating of the gas you must use in the car. One 

way to increase the horsepower of an engine of a 

given displacement is to increase its compression 

ratio. So a "high-performance engine" has a higher 

compression ratio and requires higher-octane fuel. 

The advantage of a high compression ratio is that it 

gives your engine a higher horsepower rating for a 

given engine weight -- that is what makes the engine 

"high performance." The disadvantage is that the 

gasoline for your engine costs more. 

Abnormal combustion, more commonly known as 

knock or detonation, has been the limiting factor in 

internal combustion engine power generation since 

the discovery of the otto cycle itself. To tune an 

engine for maximum power, you need to understand 

this undesirable yet ever-present problem.  

Abnormal combustion manifests in many different 

ways. To the typical enthusiast, all abnormalities are 

referred to as knock or detonation. In practice, 

though, when the undesired flame front is initiated 

and how it is propagated define the cause and, in turn, 

the appropriate cure.  

Abnormal combustion got the nickname knock from 

the noise that is transmitted from the colliding of the 

multiple flame fronts and the increased cylinder 

pressure that causes the piston, connecting rod and 

bearings to resonate. Any sort of abnormality in the 

combustion process has serious consequences in the 

power output, longevity and emissions generation of 

an engine.  

Common Reasons for Engine Knocking 

Improper Combustion Process 

An engine can ping (or knock) due to an improper 

combustion process. A "spark knock" is the result of 

combustion occurring too early. Early combustion can 

occur from carbon buildup inside the combustion 

chamber, a lean air/fuel mixture, and advanced 

ignition timing (spark plug firing too soon). In a 

properly-firing cylinder, the spark plug ignites the 

air/fuel mixture and a flame front starts on one side of 

the piston and burns across the top to the other side, 

which creates a rapid and evenly-expanding gas that 

pushes down on the top of the piston. When the 

air/fuel mixture is ignited prior to the spark plug 

firing, the two flame fronts collide, causing the 

pinging/knocking noise. 

Engine Is Too Hot 

An engine can ping because it is too hot. This is 

another uneven combustion scenario that is caused by 

the air-to-fuel mixture "lighting off" by itself. If the 

Rider Education 
 

Skip & Beth Surre 
 

skipsurre@yahoo.com  
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cooling system does not keep the engine's combustion 

chamber temperature in check, the air-to-fuel mixture 

will begin to spontaneously explode. This is also 

called "pre-ignition." 

Improper Gasoline Octane 

In addition to cooling system problems, pinging can 

be caused by improper gasoline octane, an overly lean 

air-to-fuel mixture, or a lack of proper exhaust gas 

recirculation. The exhaust gas recirculation system 

(EGR) was created to neutralize engine pinging by 

adding a small amount of exhaust gas to the air-to-

fuel mixture going in to the combustion process, 

which limits the peak combustion chamber 

temperature. 

Internal Mechanical Problems 

Internal mechanical problems can also cause engine 

knocking. One such problem stems from excessive 

clearance inside the bearings in the connecting rods 

that transfer the downward movement of the pistons 

to crankshaft rotation. Each time the piston changes 

direction, there is a knock from the metal hitting 

metal. This is often referred to as a "rod knock." It is 

usually very rhythmicðit increases with engine speed 

and intensifies with engine load. 

The Goldwing manual Says to use 87 octane fuel. It 

has been my experience that in my 1997 that as long 

as I stayed with the brand name fuels i.e. Shell and 

Exxon I never ran into any problems. I did have 

issues with a tank of Valero once and have avoided 

using it in my motorcycles ever sense. If you are 

pulling a trailer this may make your motorcycle run at 

elevated temperatures and create an environment for 

ñengine knockingò.   

Good defensive drivers have the technical skills to 

operate the motorcycle safely through traffic without 

endangering anyone else on the road. They can handle 

the motorcycle even in hazardous conditions. 

 

Safe riding to you and we will see you at the rides. 

 

Skip 

 
 

 

JOKE OF THE MONTH 
 

Gotta Love Them Cajuns !!! 

     Boudreau was driving d own Canal street in a 

sweat because he had an important meeting and 

couldn't find a parking place.  Looking up to 

heaven he said, 'Lord take pity on me.  If you find 

me a parking place I will go to Mass every Sunday 

for the rest of ma life and give up ma White 

Li ghtnin'!'  

 

Miraculously, a parking place appeared. 

 

Boudreau looked up again and said, 'Never mind, 

I found one.' 

__________________________________________ 

 

Father Murphy walks into a bar on Bourbon Street, 

and asks the first man he meets, 'Do you want to go to 

heaven?' 

 

The man said, 'I do, Father.' 

 

The priest said, 'Then stand over there against the 

wall.'  

 

Then the priest asked the second man, 'Do you want to 

go to heaven?' 

 

'Certainly, Father,' the man replied. 

 

'Then stand over there against the wall,' said the priest. 

 

Then Father Murphy walked up to Thibodaux and 

asked, 'Do you want to go to heaven?' 

 

Thibodaux said, 'No, I don't Father.' 

 

The priest said, 'I don't believe this.  You mean to tell 

me that when you die you don't want to go to heaven?' 

 

Thibodaux said, 'Oh, when I die , yes.  I thought you 

were getting a bunch together to go right now.' 

_______________________________________________ 
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Please make sure you bring plenty of water for 
your ride, keep those cool vest handy, and make 
sure you have your sun block on. 

Thanks to Maria & Ron Delaughter and Jack 
& Linda Dowda for helping us put together 
our Chapter ñUò rides and Meet & Eat get 
togethers!!! 
 

 
Donôt forget to check out the Goldwing 
Accessory products at Cowhide Covers 

 

 

 

Ride 

Coordinator   

 

Maria Delaughter 
  

 
Mariaed74@gmail.com 

  

 

òMeet & Eató 

Coordinators  
 

Jack & Linda Dowda 
jackdowda@att.net   

Upcoming Events 

Saturday, 12 Nov - Ride to Salado 

and the Highland Games. Depart    

Ken t Power Sports at 8:30 AM. 

Wednesday, 16 Nov - 

ñChapter Gatheringò will be 

at the La Cabana 

Restaurant  at 170 Buffalo 

Pl Cibolo, TX 78108. 

Saturday, 19 Nov - Chapter 

"U" will provide escorts 

and road monitors for the 

2nd Annual Buffalo 

Stampede 5K Race. 

Saturday, 10 Dec -  

Chapter "U" Christmas 

Party at Montana Mike's 

in New Braunfels. 

Saturday, 3 Dec - Road 

Captain and Co-Rider 

Courses.  Training will be 

held at Kent Power Sports. 

http://www.cowhidecovers.com/
http://www.cowhidecovers.com/
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Novem ber  

 

Mik e Alderson 

Donna Van Gi lder  

Sa l  Pest a  

Lyd ia  Harr is  

K en J ordan 

Brent  Lyon 

St eve Oc hs 

Fe l ipe Mart inez 

5
t h

 

9
th

 

11 t h 

14
th

 

17
t h 

17
t h 

24
t h 

26
t h

 

 

  

If we donõt have your birthday listed 

please let us know!  

Novem ber 

 

Duk e &  Chela  Thom pson 25
t h

 

Sa l  &  Phy l is  Pest a   26
t h 

  

  

If we donõt have your anniversary 

listed , please let us know!  
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Chapter òUó Officers & Staff 

     Chapter D irector:    Ken & Connie Jordan   phone: 210-658-2136   email: kenj1@att.net 

     Asst Chapter Director:  Court & Diane Van Sickler  ph: 830-606-0068  email: cbvs98@hotmail.com      

     Chapter Educator:   Skip & Beth Surre  phone: 210-787-6653  email: skipsurre@yahoo.com 

     Treasurers:   Donna Van Gilder phone: 210-654-8048  email:  dvangilder@satx.rr.com 

     Couple -Of -The -Year:   Court & Diane Van Sickler  phone: 830-606-0068  email: cbvs98@hotmail.com 

     Ride Coordinator:   Maria Delaughter  phone: 830-964-2930  email: mariaed74@gmail.com 

     Membership Enhancement:    Dave Weaver  Phone: 210-945-0575   email: mec@texaschapteru.org  

     Webmaster:   Steve VanGilder Phone: 210-654-8048  email: dvangilder@satx.rr.com 

     Newsletter Editor :  Steve VanGilder Phone: 210-654-8048  email: dvangilder@satx.rr.com  

     Chapter Photographers : THIS COULD BE YOU!     

      Rally Coordinator:  THIS COULD BE YOU!     

     Friday Night Ride Contact :  Jack & Linda Dowda   Phone: 210-862-7510  email: jackdowda@att.net 

     Community Service  Coordinators :  Archie & Sharon Haley   Phone: 210-410-1748 email:  archieh3@gmail.com 

      Scrapbook/Historian:  THIS COULD BE YOU!     

Roa d Captains:   

Charlie Brown phone: 210-497-3900  email: ace@texaschapteru.org 
Brad & Jill Severe phone: 210-386-0507  email: 
txueducator@aol.com 
Mike Mills phone: 830-214-6868  email: mills_michael@att.net 
Ken & Connie Jordan phone: 210-219-3059 email:  kenj1@att.net 
Dave Weaver phone: 210-945-0575 email: mec@texaschapteru.org  
Gary Skorman   phone: 210-490-5757  

email: GARYSKORMAN@SBCGLOBAL.NET 
Jack  & Linda Dowda  phone: Phone: 210-862-7510   

email: jackdowda@att.net 
Luis & Ida Flores  phone: 210-373-8482 email: wilkim45@yahoo.com 
Steve & Donna Van Gilder  Phone: 210-654-8048  email: 

dvangilder@satx.rr.com 

Court & Diane VanSickler  Phone: 830-606-0068  

 email: cbvs98@hotmail.com 
John McClinton  Phone: 210-490-6824  

 email: johnmcclinton@yahoo.com 
Duke & Chela Thompson  Phone: 210-260-8626  

 email: drdct@aol.com 
Skip Surre  Phone: 210-787-6653  email: 

skipsurre@yahoo.com 
 Robert Renfro  Phone: 210-591-8826  email: AC7KH@arrl.net 
Mike & Cindy Edmonds  Phone: 210-887-8560   

email: medmonds@grandecom.net 
Sal Pesta Phone: 210-662-8161  email: spesta@sbcglobal.net 
Jim Brown  phone: 830-438-5334   

email: sixflagsbrown@msn.com 
 

           Texas District Officers & Staff                  website: www.gwrra-tx.org 
District Directors  Fred  & Mandy Mew                   TexasDD@gwrra -tx.org  

Assistant District Directors  Mark & Lynn Heene                   TxDD@gwrra -tx.org  

Assistant  District Directors  David & Christina Vidrine         TxADD2@gwrra -tx.org  

District Educator  Chet Roby & Maria Collins        TxED@GWRRA -TX.org  

District Trainer  Lynn Heene                                TxTrainer@gwrra -tx.org  

Couple of the Year 2010  Dave & Jean Simmons               TxCOY@gwrra -tx.org  

District Treasurer  Leona McDade                            TxTreasurer@gwrra -tx.org  

Membership Enhancement  Coordinator  (MEC)  Carolyn Barton                            TxMEC@gwrra -tx.org  

Assistant MEC  Donna  Holley                               Asstmec@gwrra -tx.org  

Newsletter Editor  Mandy Mew                                 NLE@gwrra -tx.org  

Vendor Coordinators  Don & Linda Holley                     TxVC@gwrra -tx.org  

District Administrative Support and Security  Terry McDade                             AdminSS@gwrra -tx.org  

Webmaster  Mark Heene                               webmaster@gwrra -tx.org  
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file:///C:/Documents%20and%20Settings/Donna%20Van%20Glider/Desktop/Chapter%20U/Chap%20U%20Newsletter/Current%20Newsletters/TxVC@gwrra-tx.org
file:///C:/Documents%20and%20Settings/Donna%20Van%20Glider/Desktop/Chapter%20U/Chap%20U%20Newsletter/Current%20Newsletters/AdminSS@gwrra-tx.org
file:///C:/Documents%20and%20Settings/Donna%20Van%20Glider/Desktop/Chapter%20U/Chap%20U%20Newsletter/Current%20Newsletters/webmaster@gwrra-tx.org
http://www.gwrra-tx.org/
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