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Old man winter has not been very kind to us this season, between 
the wet stuff falling (but will definitely help our wildflowers) and the 
bitter cold wind and some sleet/snow, it has proven a little difficult 
to get those Goldwings out of the garage.  With the sunshine 
starting to show its pretty head we will see some beautiful days in 
which to ride and have our stand-in ride coordinator, Mike Mills, 
planning some wonderful roads to take us down.  We will probably 
be praying for some of this rain in the hot summer months but the 
wildflowers really loved it this year and we expect to see a 
wonderful display in the months to come. 
This past weekend we had a ride to Lyndon B. Johnson's Park 
and it got me to really pay attention along the route.  It was very 
foggy in places and with the deer in abundance in this area we 
were riding; it really made me sit up and pay close attention.  It is 
hard enough to spot the deer on a clear day but add in the mix of 
the fog and it is almost impossible.  There are always dangers 
lurking around any given turn and the rider along with the co-rider 
should pay extra attention so that they arrive safely to wherever 
they are heading. 
We have been fortunate this month, to have some very special 
guests attend our monthly gathering and come along on a ride 
with us.  Bob & Sandy Kelley, District Couple of the Year from 
New York, came down to Texas and looked our Chapter up on our 
website and came to visit.  It was very nice to meet them and it felt 
we had known them for a very long time.  They have extended a 
welcome to anyone ever in their area. We hope to see them again 
sometime in the future, be it Wing Ding or another Chapter 
gathering.   
We also had Mike Stafford from Washington State join us at the 
monthly gathering.  We are looking forward to Mike moving to the 
Universal City/Schertz area and being able to join us on rides and 
as member of Chapter U.  He is in the process of looking for a 
place to live, if you know of anything in the area that would 
accommodate him and his two dogs, please let us know so we 
can get word to him.   
We are planning another ride captain and co-rider seminar very 
soon.  It was being planned for March 6th but unfortunately we will 

have to change that date.  The new date will be March 14th and 
information will be on the weekly update and the website. 
We want to thank Duke & Chela Thompson for the outstanding job 
they have done on the newsletter the past few months.  
Unfortunately, they have had to be put on a back burner for awhile 
but our thanks go out to Ron & Maria Delaughter who has 
graciously told us they would like to take over the responsibility.  
We have some talented folks in our chapter and are very proud to 
be a part of this awesome Chapter.  U are the best!!  Ride safe 
and have lots of fUn doing it! 

 

Ride Meeting Location 

Unless otherwise specified, all Saturday rides depart 
from Yamaha of San Antonio, (YOSA), 15564 I-35 N 
between Evans Rd and Olympia Parkway. 
 

Friday Night Rides 
We are meeting at pre-determined places due to the 
construction at 3009.  Check the calendar for locations. 

Chap "U" Gatherings 
3rd Wednesday of each month. Our next Gathering will 
be 16 December 2009 at the Longhorn Cafe; 2501 Pat 
Booker Road; Universal City. We "Meet-to-Eat" at 6:00 
with "Information Sharing" beginning at 7:00 pm. Hope 
to see "U" there 
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From the CDs  

 

Steve & Susan Ochs  

Master Tour Riders  

#7543, 7544  

sosunshine6@hotmail.com   



FOUR SIMPLE QUESTIONS FOR THE LONG-TIME RIDER! 

Listen no one needs to tell you that riding is tons of fun. 
And yeah, yeahéwe all know thereôs some risk to being a 
biker.  However, riding can be so enjoyable that it can easily 

overshadow the risks.  In fact, after racking up a certain amount 
of miles under our belts, any of us can be lulled into the 
complacency of the pleasure of heading out on our bike to meet 
up with some friends, or enjoy a ride by ourselves (after all we 
ainôt dead yeté).   In this regard, riding can be somewhat like an 
addictive drug, where pleasure is realized, for some, at the 
expense of slowly (or not so slowly) hastening our demise.  On 
the other hand, unlike addictive drugs, riding ñcanò be enjoyable 
for the rest of our lives.  And riding can very much IMPROVE 
the enjoyment and quality of our lives.  Certainly, there are 

plenty of rider who do continue to enjoy riding through their entire 
lives and become Very experienced.  And all of the share a few 
ñCommon Traits.ò  But before we get to those ñCommon Traits,ò 
letôs check your mental pulse in regards to reading this any 
furtheré.. 

Four SIMPLE Questions: 

Following are four very simple, but very telling questions.  These 
will help uncover whether youôre a dead rider waiting for the 
inevitableéor not. (Answer these four questions truthfully!)  1. 
Can your riding skills improve?  2. In fact, do you believe any 
riderôs skills can be improved?  3. Do you believe you are already 
the absolute ñbestò rider that you can ever be?  4. Or do you 
consider that you, or any riders, are beyond help; and that getting 
crushed under an SUV is nothing more than a matter of chance?   

Now Review of Your Four Answers: 

If answered ñYesò to questions 1 and 2, then you can continue 
reading, if you so desire. 
If you answered ñYesò to question 3, then, regardless of whether 
you answered truthfully or not, you donôt need to waste your time 
reading an more of this.  Enjoy your life and, especially, while 
youôre living it, enjoy your riding.   
Now, on this Last questioné.#4 if your answered ñYesò, well 
then, itôs time for you to click away.  Thereôs nothing here for you 
to gain.  (I would also suggest that you Really enjoy each and 
every day to its fullest, because you are the most likely to see 
fewer days ahead than anyone else reading thisé.)  Listen, 
youôre a grown up biker. Youôre not likely to change your belief 
system by reading this page, so if you consider that You (or Any 
riders) are beyond the capacity to improve rider safety skills, then 
I thank-you for your kind attention thus far, but please do not 
waste any more of your time on this page because the ñCommon 
Traitsò will NOT be something you can benefit from. 
All right, if youôre still with me so far, AND, you answered ñYesò to 
question 1 and 2 above, then you and I probably share a few 
similarities. 

Motorcycle ñControlò 

We want to be in control of our bikes and our riding as best as 
possible.  In fact, weôd probably like to be in control of our whole 
lives as much as possible.   And, more importantly, we not only 
believe we CAN improve our motorcycle control and safety skills, 

but we are willing to do something to bring that about.  Now, to 
state the obvious, there are some limits to that control.  We may 
be bosses and/or husbands/wives that exert some influence and 
control that is best not to be resisted.  OK, so we canôt control 
EVERYTHING in our lives.  But to the degree that we DO exert 

constructive control over the things that we CAN control, is to the 
same degree how much we will be able to enjoy riding for a much 

longer time.  Hereôs a mundane example.  Suppose you and I are 
out for a long relaxing Saturday ride (or perhaps ñexhilaratingò 
ride, depending upon your riding style).  And suppose the 
weather quickly and unexpectedly turns to rain.  If you had 
already packed some rain gear, and I didnôt then you would 
simple pull over and put your wet-weather gear on and enjoy the 
ride home more so than I will.  The point is that by virtue of your 
carrying rain gear, you simply exerted more control over your 
riding experience.  I however became a victim to the whims of 
Mother Nature.  By the way, if weôre going to talk about improving 
control of a motorcycle and our riding experience, the letôs define 
what the heck weôre talking about.  Here are two definitions of 
ñcontrolò from the American Heritage Dictionary:  1.To exercise 
authoritative or dominating influence over, direct.  2.  To adjust to 
a requirement; regulate. So back to our last example; If you have 
rain gear stowed on your bike, you are influencing (controlling) 
your future and certainly are readily able to ñadjust to a 
requirementò of unexpected rain.  Hereôs another simple thought:  
How about making sure you get plenty of sleep and eat a good 
breakfast before you hit the road for your next early ride?  As 
overly simple an example as this may be, if you are well fed and 
rested, you are more likely to be MORE IN CONTROL of your 
bike than someone who is bleary eyed, hungry and maybe 
nursing a hangover.  Who is more likely to react with BETTER 
CONTROL if some SUV driver inadvertently (or otherwise) 
violates your right-of-way and cuts you and your bleary-eyed 
buddy off at an intersection?   

Control and Avoiding Catastrophe 

The difference in present-time alertness could be all that 
separated a dead rider from one who merely had his/her heart 
rate accelerated after an instantaneous, controlled swerve that 
resulted in a one inch separation from catastrophe.  Listen, you 
donôt need me to list all the various examples of how you can, or 
should, be more in control of your bike.  The notion is simple:  the 
more in control you are of your motorcycle, the better a rider you 
are, and the longer you will likely enjoy riding. 

The ñCommon Traitsò 

And here is what I have learned are the ñCommon Traitsò among 
truly experienced riders:  Motorcycle Safety and Better 
Motorcycle Control are part of a never-ending process of self-
improvement.  To enjoy riding for many more years to come, you 
cannot become complacent about your level of riding skill: No 
Matter How Experienced You Already Are.  In fact, this latter 
point seems to carry Greater importance for ñexperiencedò riders 
since they are more likely than a NEW rider to fall into a self-
defeating delusion of Biker Complacency.  Stated differently, no 
matter how extensive, or brief, Your motorcycle riding experience 
is, you need to ask yourself ñHow much of a Better Rider am I 
now than earlier?  Additionally, ñIs my level of rider alertness 
higher or lower than in the past?  If youôve been riding a Long 
time, Iôm sure you can say you are a better rider today than you 
were when you started out.  ï But are you a better rider today 
than last year?  - Are you a better rider than 5 years ago?  - How 
about 10 or 20 years ago?  Iôm sure you get the picture.  If you 
have gained a number of years of enjoyable riding experience 
without incident, then the reality of the risks of motorcycle riding 
may have moved off your radar screen as a matter of continued 
vigilance.  Remember, sometimes all thatôs needed to avoid a 
inattentive SUV driver, is to be dutifully ALERT to whatôs 
happening Right Nowé.(and other times youôll need MORE that 
that).  This article was provided by:  ñMcGò Ventura, CA 
Note:  The original article has been edited to fit the newsletter.  

Please visit Motorcycle-Safety-Tips.com for more information.   
Safe riding and have fUn! 
 
Court & Diane van Sickler 

Chapter U Educators                                Page 2 
 

Rider Education 
 

Court VanSickler 
Master Tour Rider #7394 

Chapter Educator 
red@texaschapteru.org  



You donôt have to look far to find skills training. 
Just continue to watch the Chapter U website, 
and the weekly updates for announcements of 
upcoming education and riding improvement 
opportunities. 
 

Rider Education Level 

Achievement  

 

  Guy & Joan Custer - Levels I, II and III 

200,000 and 20,000 High Miles 

Ask Court how you enroll or move forward in the     
program today! 

Get With Court Van Sickler to Enroll Today! 
 

ce@texaschapteru.org 

 

 
 

    
March 

Jane Johnson  

Ida Flores  

Tom Byrd  

Joan Miller  

Archie Haley  

7th  

9th  

11th  

17th  

31st  

 

 
If we donõt have your birthday listed please let 

us know!  

 

 

 

 
Member Spotlight 

Jack Dowda & Linda Brackeen 
 

Jack was born in San Antonio, TX on 15 August 
1941.  He has 7 brothers and 1 sister.  He attended 
school at LaCoste Southwest High School.  In 1958 
He started to work at C & L Cycle, where he worked 
on motorcycles. He served in the US Navy for 6 
years.  Was stationed aboard the USS Deliver ARS 
23 and the USS Ponchatoula A0148, was on both 
ships out of Pearl Harbor.  Made 5 trips to the Far 
East and Vietnam.  He got discharged from the Navy 
in 1967.  While in Hawaii he bought his first 
motorcycle, a Honda 250 Scrambler.  After his 
roommate wrecked that bike, he got a Honda 305S 
Scrambler and later a 305 Super Hawk.  After he got 
discharged from the Navy, he moved to New Iberia 
LA, where he met and married his first wife Mary. 
While married he adopted her 2 children and had 1 
daughter.  During his time he had a Honda 165, 175, 
200, and 350.  He spent a lot of time in the dirt and 
on backwoods. He got divorced from Mary in 1978.  
Got remarried to his second wife Dorothy in 1980 and 
divorced in 1999.  He then got a Honda 550-4.  He 
restored it and found out that he wanted to restore 
older Hondas and sell them. After retiring in 2003, he 
bought 25-30 more bikes, fixed and sold them.  He 
bought his first Goldwing in 2007.  It was a 1978 
GL1000 with just over 17,000 miles on the clock.  In 
July 2009 he bought a 1986 Aspencade.  In 2001 he 
met Linda and has been with her since. Joined 
GWRRA in 2007.  Has been on a number of rides, 
enjoys everyoneôs company, has made many lifelong 
friends and looks forward to enjoying the couple of 
the year for 2010.      

 
Linda was born 21 May 1964 in Madison Heights, MI. 
Moved to L'Anse MI in 1972 and lived there until she 
was 21 years old.  She graduated from L'Anse High 
School in 1983 and graduated from Suomi College 
with an Associate Degree in General Studies in 1986. 
She enlisted in the US Army on 21 May 1986 and 
stayed in for 14 years. While in, I was stationed at the 
121st Evac Hosp in Seoul Korea 1986-1987. Ft 
Detrick, MD USAMMA 1987-1991. 97th Gen Hosp in 
Frankfurt Germany 1991-1994. 147th Medlog 
Battalion, Ft. Sam Houston, TX where I was 
honorably discharged. I have spent 6 months in Port-
au-Prince Haiti on a UN Mission, 30 days in Panama 
on a combat mission, and 7 months in Saudi Arabia 
for Desert Shield and Desert Storm. I have worked in 
warehouse environment for 25 years. I love to read, 
walk, hang out with friends, and be with Jack. I joined 
the GWRRA in November 2007 and love every 
minute of it. I hope that Jack and I represent the 
chapter well while we are chapter Couple of the year. 
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Recommended Riding Apparel for 
all Chapter U Rides: 

 
1. Safety approved helmet. 
2. Proper eye protection 
3. Boots, jeans or leather pants, riding suit, rain 
gear, gloves. (Shorts and tennis shoes are not 
proper clothing when riding a motorcycle. Do so 
at your own risk and preferably not on a chapter 
ride.) This protocol is only a suggestion and for 
your safety in an activity that is inherently risky. 
ƽ 

 

 

March 2010 
Friday 5 March - This Friday night dinner ride will be at 
Grumpy's (Shack Attack)   18817 FM 2252 Ste A, Bracken, 
TX.  We will meet at 6:30 PM at the restaurant. 

New Sat March 6 ï  Edge Falls/Crabapple Rd Ride.  Ride 
to Llano for lunch at Cooperôs BBQ.  Ride is approx 160 
miles.  Meet at 281 & 46 at 9:00am.  Skip Surre will lead 
ride. 

Tuesday 9 March - Staff meeting will be at at Dragon 
Lake Chinese in Universal City. Meet and eat at 6:00 PM 
and meeting at 7:00 PM 

Sat 13 March ï Highway clean up. Meet at Schertz Park 
Pavilion at 7:00 AM.  Ride to breakfast after we are done. 

Sun 14 March  Ride Coord Mtg, Road Captôs Course and 
Co-Riderôs Seminar starting at Court and Dianeôs starts at 
12:30 PM,  839 Lodge Creek Dr. New Braunfels 

Wednesday 17 March - Chapter "U" Gathering, Longhorn 
Cafe;  2501 Pat Booker Rd;  Universal City.  "Meet-to-Eat" 
at 6:00 pm.  Information Sharing begins at 7:00pm. 

Friday 19 March - This Friday night dinner ride will be at 
La Tortillita's, 650 W. FM 78, Cibolo, TX.  We will meet at 
6:30 PM at the restaurant. 

New Sat March 20 ï Cattle Guard Ride. Will combine 
Willow City Loop, several other nice roads, and numerous 
low water and cattle crossings.  Lunch at Fredericksburg 
(Catfish Haven).  Continue back roads ride back to Blanco 
for DQ stop.  Ride is approx 160 miles round trip.  Meet at 
281 & 46 at 9:00 am.  Mike Mills will lead ride.   

25-27 March - Region Rally in Marshall, TX 

New 27 March ï Ride to Salado (www.salado.com).  
Lunch will be at Stagecoach Inn. Shopping for the co-
riders (make room for those shopping bags boys).  Rids is 
approx 250 miles round trip.  Road Captain needed. 

April 2010  
8 - 10 April - Louisiana District Rally, Lafayette, LA 

9 - 11 April - Sand Fest, Port Aransas, TX 

Tuesday 13 April - Staff meeting will be at at Dragon Lake 
Chinese in Universal City. Meet and eat at 6:00 PM and 
meeting at 7:00 PM 

Wednesday 21 April - Chapter "U" Gathering, Longhorn 
Cafe;  2501 Pat Booker Rd;  Universal City.  "Meet-to-Eat" 
at 6:00 pm.  Information Sharing begins at 7:00pm. 

May 2010  
6-8 May - Texas District Rally in Killeen 

Tuesday 11 May - Staff meeting will be at at Dragon Lake 
Chinese in Universal City. Meet and eat at 6:00 PM and 
meeting at 7:00 PM 

Wednesday 19 May - Chapter "U" Gathering, Longhorn 
Cafe; 2501 Pat Booker Rd; Universal City.  "Meet-to-Eat" 
at 6:00 pm.  Information Sharing begins at 7:00pm. 

27-29 May - Arkansas District Rally, Rogers, AR 

                           

 

           2010 Texas District Rally 

Rally The Troops 
Killeen, TX - May 6, 7, 8, 2010 
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Ride Coordin ator   

 

Mike Mills  

(Stand -in)  

 

 

mills_michael@att.net 

  

http://www.salado.com/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Chapter òUó Officers & Staff 

     Chapter Director:   Steve & Susan Ochs  phone: 361-571-2909   email: sosunshine6@hotmail.com 

     Assistant Chapter Director: Open    This could be òUó 

     Chapter Educator:   Court van Sickler  phone: 830-606-0068  email: red@texaschapteru.org 

     Treasurers:   Ken & Connie Jordan phone: 210-658-2136  email:  kenj1@att.net 

     Couple -Of -The -Year:   Jack Dowda & Linda Brackeen  Phone: 210-862-7510  email: jackdowda@att.net 

     Ride Coordinators:   

           Gary Skorman  phone: 210-490-5757  email: garyskorman@sbcglobal.net 

           Skip & Beth Surre   phone: 210-787-6653   email:  ssurre@satx.rr.com 
           Mike Mills (Stand in)  phone: 830-629-2844    email:  mills_michael@att.net 
 

     Membership Enhancement:    Dave Weaver  Phone: 210-945-0575   email: mec@texaschapteru.org  

     Webmaster:   Steve VanGilder Phone: 210-654-8048  email: dvangilder@satx.rr.com 

     Newsletter Editor s :   Duke & Chela Thompson  Phone: 210-260-8626   email: drdct@aol.com 

                             Ron & Maria  Delaughter (Stand in)  Phone : 210-573-0938   email:  rdel@gvtc.com  

     Chapter Photographers :    

          Tom & Nancy Byrd  Phone: 210-655-2566   email: mertweety@yahoo.com 
          Skip Surre   Phone: 210-787-6653   email:  ssurre@satx.rr.com 

     Rally Coordinator:  Steve & Susan Ochs  Phone: 361-571-2909   email: sosunshine6@hotmail.com 

     Friday Night Ride Contact   Jack Dowda & Linda Brackeen   Phone: 210-862-7510  email: jackdowda@att.net 

     Community Service  Coordinators :  Archie & Sharon Haley   Phone: 210-410-1748 email:  archie3@gmail.com 

      Scrapbook/Historian:  Susan Ochs  Phone: 361-571-0384   email: sosunshine6@hotmail.com 

Road  Captains:   

Charlie Brown phone: 210-497-3900  email: ace@texaschapteru.org 
Brad & Jill Severe phone: 210-386-0507  email:cd@texaschapteru.org 
Steve & Susan Ochs  phone: 361-571-2909    

 email: sosunshine6@hotmail.com 
Mike Mills phone: 830-214-6868  email: mills_michael@att.net 
Ken & Connie Jordan phone: 210-658-2136  email kenj1@att.net 
Tom & Nancy Byrd phone: 210-655-2566  

email: mertweety@yahoo.com 
Dave Weaver phone: 210-945-0575 email: mec@texaschapteru.org  
Gary & Melissa Skorman   phone: 210-490-5757  

email: GARYSKORMAN@SBCGLOBAL.NET 
Jack Dowda  & Linda Brackeen   phone: Phone: 210-862-7510   

email: jackdowda@att.net 
Luis & Ida Flores  phone: 210-373-8482 email: wilkim45@yahoo.com 

Court & Diane vanSickler  Phone: 830-606-0068  

 email: cbvs98@hotmail.com 
John McClinton  Phone: 210-490-6824  

 email: johnmcclinton@yahoo.com 
Duke & Chela Thompson  Phone: 210-260-8626  

 email: drdct@aol.com 
Skip Surre  Phone: 210-787-6653  email: ssurre@satx.rr.com 
Robert Renfro  Phone: 210-591-8826  email: AC7KH@arrl.net 
Mike & Cindy Edmonds  Phone: 210-887-8560   

email: medmonds@grandecom.net 
Sal Pesta Phone: 210-662-8161  email: spesta@sbcglobal.net 
Jim Brown  phone: 830-438-5334   

email: sixflagsbrown@msn.com 

 

 

 

 

           Texas District Officers & Staff                  website: www.gwrra-tx.org 
District Directors  Ken & Barbie Peterson                TexasDD@gwrra -tx.org  

Assistant District Directors  Fred  & Mandy Mew                        TxCOY@gwrra -tx.org  

District Educator  Michael & Suzanne Elrod                 TxED@gwrra -tx.org  

Assistant District Educator  Collen Campbell                              Assted@gwrra -tx.org  

District Treasurer, Newsletter Editor  Pamela Meyer                             Treasurer@gwrra -tx.org  

Membership Enhancement  Coordinator  (MEC)  Carolyn Barton                             txmedac@gwrra -tx.org  

Assistant MEC  Donna  Holley                               Asstmec@gwrra -tx.org  

Couple of the Year 2009  Don & Linda Holley                         TxCOY@gwrra -tx.org  

District Trainer s  Lynn  Heene                                TxTrainer@gwrra -tx.org  

Vendor Coordinators  Don  & Linda Holley                    TxVendor@gwrra -tx.org  

Webmaster  Mark Heene                             webmaster@gwrra -tx.org  

MFA Coordinator  Skip Surre    (Pending)  

mailto:kenj1@att.net
mailto:jackdowda@att.net
mailto:garyskorman@sbcglobal.net
mailto:ssurre@satx.rr.com
mailto:mec@texaschapteru.org
mailto:Duke%20&%20Chela%20Thompson
mailto:drdct@aol.com
mailto:Duke%20&%20Chela%20Thompson
mailto:rdel@gvtc.com
mailto:mertweety@yahoo.com
mailto:jackdowda@att.net
mailto:archie3@gmail.com
mailto:sosunshine6@hotmail.com
mailto:cbx2@satx.rr.com
mailto:mills_michael@att.net
mailto:kenj1@att.net
mailto:mertweety@yahoo.com
mailto:mec@texaschapteru.org
mailto:cbvs98@hotmail.com
mailto:johnmcclinton@yahoo.com
mailto:drdct148@aol.com
mailto:ssurre@satx.rr.com
mailto:AC7KH@arrl.net
mailto:medmonds@grandecom.net
mailto:spesta@sbcglobal.net
mailto:spesta@sbcglobal.net
http://www.gwrra/
mailto:TxADDMED@gwrra-tx.org
mailto:TxCOY@gwrra-tx.org
mailto:AsstED@GWRRA-TX.org
mailto:Treasurer@gwrra-tx.org
mailto:txaddmed2@gwrra-tx.org
mailto:txmedac@gwrra-tx.org
mailto:Donna
mailto:Asstmec@gwrra-tx.org
mailto:Lynn
mailto:Don


 


