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The dog days of summer are upon us after a 
lengthy rainy season thus far this year. 
As we begin our rides in the heat please use 
precaution and take plenty of liquids along on 
your ride.  It is always best to have water on 
hand to keep you from becoming dehydrated.  
Wearing light colors and/or wicking shirts can 
help to keep your body cool even though the 
temperatures reach the 100 degree mark. 
  
We will plan shorter rides now that we have 
reached our heat wave stages.  We want to be 
able to ride but not put anyone in danger of 
becoming overheated.  We rode the other day 
and the morning was nice with a breeze blowing 
but the trip back was very hot and with each stop 
and no breeze it became unbearable. 
  
It seems this year the weather hasn't been very 
cooperative for us to make long rides, due to 
rain, very cold temperatures and now summer 
has approached us very suddenly.   
We would like to see more riders on our rides 
and our ride coordinator, Mike Mills is always 
open to suggestions for rides.  
  
We are planning another trash pickup on June 
12th and we will make sure there is plenty of 
water available for everyone to keep hydrated on 

our stretch of roadway.  We are going to ask the 
state to mow the area because there is some 
rather tall grass and with the heat we will have 
to be very careful for snakes and other varmits 
looking for water or a cool spot to cool down.  
The weather doesn't only affect us.  
  
As always, ride safe and have fUn. 
 
Steve & Susan Ochs, Chapter U CDs 
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From the CDs  

 

Steve & Susan Ochs  

Master Tour Riders  

#7543, 7544  

sosunshine6@hotmail.com   



         Ride Meeting Location 

Unless otherwise specified, all Saturday rides depart 
from Yamaha of San Antonio, (YOSA), 15564 I-35 N 
between Evans Rd and Olympia Parkway. 
 

                Friday Night Rides 
Meet at your favorite place to eat, all are  
pre-destined rides that are scheduled every other 
Friday of the month.  So be sure to let Jack and Linda 
know where you would like to see the Chapter meet up 
for a Friday night dinner ride!    
 

Chap "U" Gatherings 
3rd Wednesday of each month at the Longhorn Cafe; 
2501 Pat Booker Road; Universal City. We "Meet-to-
Eat" at 6:00 with "Information Sharing" beginning at 
7:00 pm. Hope to see "U" there 
 
 

 

Test your knowledge --- Defensive Driving 
 

We live in a country where, despite the fact that 
fuel cost can be outrageous, there are thousands 
upon thousands of vehicles of all types, and 
sizes on the road at any one time. 
We encounter ñdriversò that have a great deal of 
experience (one could take that to mean a 
ñmatureò driver) and many that do not, i.e., brand 
new driver.  We encounter those that choose to 
disobey the laws that have, because of some of 
their predecessors, been created to protect us 
from ourselves. 
We, as motorcycle operators and passengers 
are constantly keeping our ñthird eyeò open for 
every opportunity to not ñmeetò any of these 
drivers (nor be labeled as one) but we especially 
do not want to become intimate with those that 
operate their vehicles outside the law. 
The highway remains Americaôs most deadly 
óworkplace.ô  More people die in vehicle 
accidents than any work-related task. 
To that end we present the following quiz. There 
is no pass or fail to this True or False test, and it 
is presented solely for educational purposes.  I 
would, however, suggest you share with some of 
those ñotherò drivers we know.  Answers follow 
later in the newsletter. 

 

1. When you have the right-of-way, it is an 
absolute right: Being in the right is all that 
matters if you have an accident. 

 
2. The most common type of vehicle accident is 

caused by someone running a red light or 
stop sign. 

 
3. Itôs recommended on long trips that you stop 

about every 100 miles, or two hours, to 
maintain maximum alertness. 

 
4. Virtually all drivers consider themselves 
ñgood drivers.ò  But even with experience, 
good drivers can make mistakes. 

 

 

Answers: 
 

1. False.  Your insurance carrier might be 
happy to know you had the right-of-way if 
youôre involved in an accident.  But you 
should always be willing to give the right-
of-way if you can safely avoid a collision. 

 
2. False.  Rear-enders are the most 

common; they account for about 40% of 
all accidents. Avoid these by allowing a 
safe distance between your vehicle and 
others, by staying alert, and by using 
hands-free cell phones (or donôt use them 
at all). 

 
3. True.  It is best to take regular stops about 

every two hours. Pull off in a safe area, 
get out of (or off of) the vehicle and walk 
for five minutes.  If youôre feeling drowsy, 
park it and get a nap (benches make 
great beds). 

 
4. True.  Did you ever meet anyone who 

said they were awful behind the wheel?  
Donôt get too confident.  Thereôs a reason 
there are so many accidents every day. 

 
             HAVE FUN, and RIDE SAFE! 
              Court and Diane van Sickler 
              Chapter U Educators 
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Rider Education 
 

Court VanSickler 
Master Tour Rider #7394 

Chapter Educator 
red@texaschapteru.org  



You donôt have to look far to find skills training. Just 
continue to watch the Chapter U website, and the 
weekly updates for announcements of upcoming 
education and riding improvement opportunities. 

 

Rider Education Level  

       Achievement  

                                                                                                                                          

Ask Court how you enroll or move forward in the     
program today! 

             Get With Court Van Sickler to Enroll Today! 
 

                             ce@texaschapteru.org 

 

                                                
                                                                                     
                                           

 

 
      Another month has gone byéHard to 
believe.  Archie and I have been pretty much 
stuck at home every since my golf cart accident.  
However, the surgery went well and I am back 
on the road to recovery.  I have advanced from 
the wheel chair back to the walking castéYea!!!!  
But still no bike riding for me.     
Since we have not been around much the only 
thing we want to mention is to remind everyone 
about the Bike Rally in Oct. We will need 
volunteers for the different committees and 
donations for the silent auction.  We will have a 
meeting at our house sometime this summer.  
Not sure yet of the date.  If you are interested in 
any of the committees we will have the signup 
sheets at the next monthly meeting.  If you can 
not make the meeting and want to help out, you 
can call either one of us and let us no which 
committee you would want to help with.  We do 
have a few of them filled already. Hope to see 
you at the next monthly meeting in June. 
God Bless, 
 
Archie and Sharon Haley 
Chapter U Community Service 

    
                               
                                June 
 

        Michele Fairey  

Cora Lonning  

Larry Read  

JR Fitzgerald            

John Navin  

Susan Ochs  

 

 03rd  

 03rd  

 09th  

 20th  

27th  

30th  

 

 

 
 

If we donõt have your birthday listed 

please let us know!  

 

 

 

                           
                                 June 

Mike & Joyce 

Whiteside  

Tom & Nancy Byrd  

Mike & Ako Mills  

 

13h  

27 th  

30th  
  

If we donõt have your anniversary listed 

please let us know!  
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Community Service Corner 
 

Archie & Sharon Haley 
 

archieh3@gmail.com 
 

mailto:ce@texaschapteru.org
mailto:archieh3@gmail.com


                                       

 

"New" Friday, 11 June - Friday Night Ride to Bellacinos at 

6044 FM3009, Suite 290, Schertz, TX 78154.  Across from 

Walmart.  Meet at the Restaurant at 6:30 PM. 

"New" Friday, 25 June - Friday Night Ride to Rudy's BBQ at 

15560 I-35, Selma, TX.  Next to YOSA.  Meet at the 

Restaurant at 6:30 PM. 
 

 

Saturday, 5 June - Sculpture Ranch, Johnson City.  Meet at 

the Exxon at 281 & 46 at 10:00 AM.  Lunch/Brunch at the 

Silver K in Johnson City before heading to the ranch.  Mike 

Mills will lead this ride. 

"New" Saturday, 12 June - Our quarterly trash pick up is 

scheduled for this Saturday.  Meet at 7:00 AM at Pickerell 

Park at the Pavilion.  We will ride to breakfast/brunch when 

we're finished.  Hope to have lots of volunteers participate in 

this adventure.  Thanks for the help!!!!  

Wednesday, 16 June - Chapter "U" Gathering, Longhorn 

Cafe; 2501 Pat Booker Rd; Universal City.  "Meet-to-Eat" at 

6:00 pm.  Information Sharing begins at 7:00 pm.  

Saturday, 19 June - Car and Motorcycle Show, 1600 

Chestnut St., Bastrop, TX.  Meet at YOSA at 9:00 AM.  BBQ 

lunch in Lockhart.  Ride Captain Needed. 

Saturday, 26 June - Aquarena Center, San Marcos.  Open at 9:30 - 6:00 PM.  

Glass bottom boat tour, Adults $8, Seniors $7, last 30 minutes ( 

www.aquarena.txstate.edu ).  Lunch at Logan's Roadhouse.  Meet at 

YOSA at 9:00 AM.   Ride Captain Needed. 

  
12 Things My Motorcycle Has Taught Me  
 
1. The only good view of a thunderstorm is in your 
rear view mirror. 
2. Four wheels move the body; two wheels move the 
soul. 
3. I'd rather be riding my motorcycle and thinking 
about God, than sitting in church thinking about my 
bike. 
4. Life may begin at 30, but it doesn't get real 
interesting until about 75 mph.  
5. Midnight bugs taste just as bad as Noon time 
bugs. 
6. Sometimes it takes a whole tank full of gas before 
you can think straight. 
7. A bike on the road is worth two in the shed. 
8. Young riders pick a destination and go; old riders 
pick a direction and go. 
9. When you're riding lead, don't spit. 
10. Getting a yellow jacket in your shirt at 75 mph 
can double your vocabulary. 
11. If you can't get it going with bungee cords, duct 
tape and bailing wire, it's serious. 
12. Only a biker knows why a dog sticks his head out 
of a car window. 
 
13. (Bonus) I've never seen a motorcycle parked in 
front of a psychiatrist's office 
                   unless it was the Shrink's bike. 
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Friday Night  Ride  

Coordinators  
 

Jack Dowda & Linda 

Brackeen  

jackdowda@att.net  
 

Ride Coordinator   

 

Mike Mills  
  

 
mills_michael@att.net 

  

http://www.aquarena.txstate.edu/


                            

                                  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Chapter òUó Officers & Staff 

     Chapter Director:   Steve & Susan Ochs  phone: 361-571-2909   email: sosunshine6@hotmail.com 

     Assistant Chapter Director: Open    This could be òUó 

     Chapter Educator:   Court van Sickler  phone: 830-606-0068  email: red@texaschapteru.org 

     Treasurers:   Ken & Connie Jordan phone: 210-658-2136  email:  kenj1@att.net 

     Couple -Of -The -Year:   Jack Dowda & Linda Brackeen  Phone: 210-862-7510  email: jackdowda@att.net 

     Ride Coordinators:   

           Gary Skorman  phone: 210-490-5757  email: garyskorman@sbcglobal.net 

           Skip & Beth Surre   phone: 210-787-6653   email:  ssurre@satx.rr.com 
           Mike Mills (Stand in)  phone: 830-629-2844    email:  mills_michael@att.net 
 

     Membership Enhancement:    Dave Weaver  Phone: 210-945-0575   email: mec@texaschapteru.org  

     Webmaster:   Steve VanGilder Phone: 210-654-8048  email: dvangilder@satx.rr.com 

     Newsletter Editor s   Ron & Maria  Delaughter  Phone : 210-573-0938   email:  rdel@gvtc.com  

     Chapter Photographers :    

          Tom & Nancy Byrd  Phone: 210-655-2566   email: mertweety@yahoo.com 
          Skip Surre   Phone: 210-787-6653   email:  ssurre@satx.rr.com 

     Rally Coordinator:  Steve & Susan Ochs  Phone: 361-571-2909   email: sosunshine6@hotmail.com 

     Friday Night Ride Contact   Jack Dowda & Linda Brackeen   Phone: 210-862-7510  email: jackdowda@att.net 

     Community Service  Coordinators :  Archie & Sharon Haley   Phone: 210-410-1748 email:  archieh3@gmail.com 

      Scrapbook/Historian:  Susan Ochs  Phone: 361-571-0384   email: sosunshine6@hotmail.com 

Road  Captains:   

Charlie Brown phone: 210-497-3900  email: ace@texaschapteru.org 
Brad & Jill Severe phone: 210-386-0507  email:cd@texaschapteru.org 
Steve & Susan Ochs  phone: 361-571-2909    

 email: sosunshine6@hotmail.com 
Mike Mills phone: 830-214-6868  email: mills_michael@att.net 
Ken & Connie Jordan phone: 210-658-2136  email kenj1@att.net 
Tom & Nancy Byrd phone: 210-655-2566  

email: mertweety@yahoo.com 
Dave Weaver phone: 210-945-0575 email: mec@texaschapteru.org  
Gary & Melissa Skorman   phone: 210-490-5757  

email: GARYSKORMAN@SBCGLOBAL.NET 
Jack Dowda  & Linda Brackeen   phone: Phone: 210-862-7510   

email: jackdowda@att.net 
Luis & Ida Flores  phone: 210-373-8482 email: wilkim45@yahoo.com 

Court & Diane vanSickler  Phone: 830-606-0068  

 email: cbvs98@hotmail.com 
John McClinton  Phone: 210-490-6824  

 email: johnmcclinton@yahoo.com 
Duke & Chela Thompson  Phone: 210-260-8626  

 email: drdct@aol.com 
Skip Surre  Phone: 210-787-6653  email: ssurre@satx.rr.com 
Robert Renfro  Phone: 210-591-8826  email: AC7KH@arrl.net 
Mike & Cindy Edmonds  Phone: 210-887-8560   

email: medmonds@grandecom.net 
Sal Pesta Phone: 210-662-8161  email: spesta@sbcglobal.net 
Jim Brown  phone: 830-438-5334   

email: sixflagsbrown@msn.com 

 

 

 

           Texas District Officers & Staff                  website: www.gwrra-tx.org 
District Directors  Ken & Barbie Peterson                TexasDD@gwrra -tx.org  

Assistant District Directors  Fred  & Mandy Mew                        TxCOY@gwrra -tx.org  

District Educator  Michael &  Suzanne Elrod                 TxED@gwrra -tx.org  

Assistant District Educator  Collen Campbell                              Assted@gwrra -tx.org  

District Treasurer, Newsletter Editor  Pamela Meyer                             Treasurer@gwrra -tx.org  

Membership Enhancement  Coordinator  (MEC)  Carolyn Barton                             txmedac@gwrra -tx.org  

Assistant MEC  Donna  Holley                               Asstmec@gwrra -tx.org  

Couple of the Year 2009  Don & Linda Holley                         TxCOY@gwrra -tx.org  

District Trainer s  Lynn  Heene                                TxTrainer@gwrra -tx.org  

Vendor Coordinators  Don  & Linda Holley                    TxVendor@gwrra -tx.org  

Webmaster  Mark Heene                             webmaster@gwrra -tx.org  

MFA Coordinator  Skip Surre    (Pending)  
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