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You can certainly tell that spring has sprung here in San 
Antonio.  The birds are chirping loudly and the wildflowers 
have opened up to show their beauty along the roadways.  
What a wonderful time of the year to ride!! 
  
March was a busy month full of rides and training.  We had 
a wonderful ride on the March 6th led by Skip Surre to 
Edge Falls Road and lunch at Cooper's in Llano.  Mike 
Mills led the ride back and led us down some very 
interesting trails.  We are riding to Salado on the 27th and 
letting the co-riders do a little shopping and eat lunch 
before heading back.  We had a road captain and co-rider 
seminar at Court and Diane Van Sickler's on the 14th and 
gladly report we have 4 new road captains and 2 new co-
riders.  We went for a short ride after the class to let the 
road captains lead and drag while the instructors watched 
their moves. Chapter U had several members ride to 
Marshall this past weekend for the Region H rally in 
Marshall. 
    
We also had our quarterly trash pickup on the 13th of this 
past month and we had 20 people come and help.  In a 
little over an hour we had cleared the trash from our 2 mile 
stretch.  We went to breakfast afterwards and had a coin 
toss and the chapter paid for the meals.  This endeavor is 
really a great way to serve our community and it only takes 
a little time and effort.  We have a fUn time doing it.  

  
The month of April is packed with tons of fUn things to do.  
We have a ride to Port Aransas to attend the Sandfest, a 
wildflower ride to Victoria to meet up with V-2 for hot dogs 
in the park, a mansion in Berclair and a Forbidden City in 
Katy.  If you haven't been out on your bike or trike lately, 
the weather has really been a treat.  It is cool enough to 
enjoy your ride without having to worry about getting 

over heated.  We are planning more great rides and hope 
to see more of you dust of those bikes or trikes and join 
us for a day of fUn. 
  
May will bring the Texas District Rally and we would like to 
see as many of Chapter U there to join in the festivities 
since it is close to home.  Even if you go for one day, you 
will have a great time.  There is so much to do at these 
rallies and you get to visit with more Goldwingers. 
Linda Brackeen and Jack Dowda are working on a military 
themed basket for the Couple of the Year fundraiser at this 
rally and we hope that you will help them out with things to 
put in it.  If we are one of the top sellers, some of the 
money comes back into our Chapter funds for the COY 
program.  We want to wish everyone a Happy Easter and 
hope to see you soon on one of the great rides our Ride 
Coordinator is planning for us.   
Ride safe and have fUn!!! 
 

Steve & Susan Ochs 
Chapter U CDs 
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From the CDs  

 

Steve & Susan Ochs  

Master Tour Riders  

#7543, 7544  

sosunshine6@hotmail.com   



 

                                                                           
Ride Meeting Location 

Unless otherwise specified, all Saturday rides depart 
from Yamaha of San Antonio, (YOSA), 15564 I-35 N 
between Evans Rd and Olympia Parkway. 
 

Friday Night Rides 
Meet at the Wal-Mart on the northwest corner of I-35 
and FM 3009 at 6:30 and we will decide where we want 
to go! 

Chap "U" Gatherings 
3rd Wednesday of each month. Our next Gathering will 
be 16 December 2009 at the Longhorn Cafe; 2501 Pat 
Booker Road; Universal City. We "Meet-to-Eat" at 6:00 
with "Information Sharing" beginning at 7:00 pm. Hope 
to see "U" there 
 
 
 

 

While returning from a long trip recently, but not on 
the bike, we encountered a situation exactly as 
described below; so we thought we share this with 
you again. 
 
I learned from thaté 
 
After reading an article in Motorcycle Consumer News 
entitled ñThe Oh No Zoneò by Ken Condon, I thought Iôd 
share a situation I had which was, coincidentally, almost 
identical to what Ken discussed in his article; and perhaps 
occurred to some of you. 
 
Many people drive four-wheel and two or three wheeled 
vehicles in a safe and friendly manner.  However, it makes 
one wonder if our actions may be to our own detriment. 
 
Traveling on one of our local highways, with traffic at its 
normal rate (congested and moving quickly) I was riding in 
the center lane, as I normally do.  Keeping my head on a 
swivel, checking all directions I noticed that I was 
approaching a very slow mover.  I decided, based on 
available room, to move to the left lane slow mover.  So I 

did; looked left, signaled left, and then moved left, 
successfully.  Then I repeated the procedure but moving 
right.  All was good on the highway, and away we go. 

 
Soon I encountered another very slow mover so I repeated 
my previous move left.  Just as I completed my move left I 
noticed a really fast mover approaching in the left lane, so 
I increased my speed a bit in order to move back right and 
get out of the way of the ñzoomie.ò  Unfortunately, just after 
I completed my look and signal right, and at the same time 
as I started to move right, a semi traveling in the far-right 
lane decided to take the same space I was going to move 
to.  What to do??  I certainly was not going to win that 
oneé 
 
So I quickly looked left, started to signal and then I saw the 
zoomie.  There was NO where to go.  Luckily for me the 
zoomie saw what was happening slowed down and move 
to the extreme left of the left lane.  I was one lucky guy!  
When he passed me I waved a thank you, took a VERY 
deep breathe and then, when safe, moved left.  Shortly 
thereafter I moved to the center lane (in front of the semi). 
 
What did I learn from this? 
 

I learned that being a ñnice guyò is okay but not in every 
situation.  If Iôd just taken another second Iôm sure I would 
have seen the semi starting to move over before I started 
to move right.  BUT NO, I was concentrating on the fast 
moving vehicle approaching me from the rear.  All I 
needed to do was stay in the left lane and he would have 
slowed down; he would have been a bit perturbed but I 
wouldnôt have had to endure that ñcrisis.ò 
 
Please pay attention to your surroundings at all times, and 
donôt always be ñthe nice guy (gal).ò  It may cause you 
more trouble than youôre prepared to take on. 
HAVE FUN, and RIDE SAFE! 
 

Court and Diane van Sickler 
Chapter U Educators 
 

You donôt have to look far to find skills training. Just 
continue to watch the Chapter U website, and the weekly 
updates for announcements of upcoming education and 
riding improvement opportunities. 

 

Rider Education Level 

Achievement  

 

  Ask Court how you enroll or move forward in the     
program today! 

Get With Court Van Sickler to Enroll Today! 
 

ce@texaschapteru.org 
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Rider Education 
 

Court VanSickler 
Master Tour Rider #7394 

Chapter Educator 
red@texaschapteru.org  

mailto:ce@texaschapteru.org


                                                
 

 

Itôs already April! Hard to believe this year is twenty-
five percent gone. The best part is now comes great 
riding weather. That means more fellowship. For 
those that didnôt participate in the road clean-up or 
attend the March gathering, you donôt know how 
much fun you missed.  We had the help of twenty 
members.  I know cleaning the road doesnôt sound 
like a lot of fun, but the company was great and the 
breakfast afterwards hit the spot with the chapter 
treating. 
As discussed in our November gathering, we will be 
providing a jar at each gathering for donations going 
to our 2010 Christmas family. Those who wish to 
donate may do so, but no one is obligated to. 

 
Sharon and I have volunteered to be the rally 
coordinators this year. A lot of work will have to be 
done and a lot of volunteers will be needed. 
Following is a list of positions we will be seeking 
assistance with. 
Registration   Kenny& Connie Jordan; Millie Kvapil 
50/50             J.D. Kvapil 
Silent Auction                                    
Food     
Fund Raising 
Games 
Fun Run 
Vendors 
Goody Bags? 
A new pin design needs to be addressed. 
Flyers will be re-used from past rallies. 
 
If anyone is interested in taking on one of these 
positions, please contact me via email at 
archieh3@gmail.com or to Sharon at 
sharonh@cccgroupinc.com  or we can discuss at our 
monthly gatherings. There are only six more 
gatherings until our rally is here. We will have a rally 
coordination breakfast at our house sometime in July. 
We hope there will be multiple people sign up for 
each position. As always, ride safe.    
 

Archie and Sharon Haley 
Chapter U Community Service 
 

    
                               

                                April 
Phylis Pesta  

David Lonning  

Carolyn Hang  

Nancy Byrd  

Maria Delaughter  

Luis Flores  

3rd  

3rd  

6th  

17th  

21st  

24th  

 

 
If we donõt have your birthday listed please let 

us know!  

 
 

 

                           

                            March 
Skip & Beth Surre  

Bill & Jane Johnson  

13th  

24th  

 

                                 April 
Pete & Lisa Wes  

Court & Diane Van Sickler  

Mike & Martha Alderson  

Ken & Connie Jordan  

John & Judy Curtis  

6th  

12th  

12th  

17 th  

27 th  

 

If we donõt have your anniversary listed please 

let us know!  
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Community Service Corner 
 

Archie & Sharon Haley 
 

archieh3@gmail.com 
 

mailto:archieh3@gmail.com
mailto:sharonh@cccgroupinc.com
mailto:archieh3@gmail.com


 
02 April-  Blakes Restaurant 921 FM 725 McQueeny, TX 
16 April- Chesters 621 Pat Booker Rd, UC, TX 
30 April- China Harbor 2250 Thousand Oaks SA, TX 

 
RC Ramblings 

Hey  Wingers!  How is everyone doing out there?  Well, I 
hope yaôll are doing well and have your machines in good 
running order with all the T-Clocs done and a shine on.  
The weather is improving all the time and we want be able 
to ride whenever possible.  I donôt know if everyone is 
up to date, but I just wanted to let yaôll know that I am filling 
in temporarily for Gary Skorman who is working out of 
town and Skip Surre who is very busy but still in the mix as 
much as possible.  Moving on Skip and I have many 
excellent rides planned in the coming months, so keep 
yourselves posted on our chapter website.  There will be 
new rides and some old rides, but if you can get out and 
join us.  We are also trying to schedule an overnight ride 
every month.  Info about these rides (distance, location 
weather lodging etc.) will be available.  Be advised on 
overnight rides you are responsible for procuring your own 
lodging.  The Chapter hasnôt done a lot of overnighters, we 
weôll see how this going and what type of turnouts we 
have.  Hope you can join us.  Our first one will be at Port 
Aransas for the Sandfest on April 10

th
 and the next one will 

to Big Bend for Memorial Day weekend for 2 nights. As 
you can see, our schedule is improving and we will be 
adding even more, so stay alert to updates and changes.  
And if there is anyone out there who hasnôt gotten together 
with us yet, always check the website for any changes 
before you saddle up.  Skip and I, and all our Ride 
Captains hope to see yaôll out on a ride with us.  All bikes 
are welcome.  Until then, ride safe and enjoy life.  We sure 
do.   

Mike Mills 
 Chapter U Ride Coordinator  
 

 

Recommended Riding Apparel for all 
Chapter U Rides: 

1. Safety approved helmet. 
2. Proper eye protection. 
3. Boots, jeans or leather pants, riding suit, rain 
gear, gloves. (Shorts and tennis shoes are not 
proper clothing when riding a motorcycle. Do so at 
your own risk and preferably not on a chapter ride.) 
This protocol is only a suggestion and for your 
safety in an activity that is inherently risky. ƽ 

                         April 2010 

 Sat 3 April ïEaster Weekend-No rides scheduled 

 
 8 - 10 April - Louisiana District Rally, La  

    fayette, LA 
 
 ñNewò Sat 10-11 April- Ride to Corpus Christi to attend      

Sandfest in Port Aransas. The plan is for an overnight stay and 
visit the USS Lexington on Sunday before we trek home. Must 
make your own reservations check in Rockport, Corpus or 
surrounding areas. Meet at YOSA at 9:00 AM.  Mike Mills will be 
leading this ride. 

Sat 17 April- Wildflower ride to Victoria. We will probably visit 

with Chapter V-2 and join for a free hot dog lunch. Ride is approx 
120 miles one way.  Meet at YOSA at 8:30 AM.  Steve Ochs will 
be leading this ride. 

Tue 13 April - Staff meeting will be at Dragon Lake Chinese in 
Universal City. Meet and eat at 6:00 PM and meeting at 7:00 PM 

Wed 21 April - Chapter "U" Gathering, Longhorn Cafe;  2501 Pat 

Booker Rd;  Universal City.  "Meet-to-Eat" at 6:00 pm.  
Information Sharing begins at 7:00pm. 

Sat 25 April-Ride to Berclair Mansion in Beeville.  Lunch at 

Shortyôs, tour from 2-4 PM. Tickets $10/person.  Approx 101 
miles one way.  Meet at YOSA 10:00 AM.  Ride Captain Needed.   

                                     May 2010                               
Sat 1 May Forbidden City Exhibit- Katy, Approx 160 mi and 2 1/2 

hrs one way.  Tickets for Adults $10 Seniorôs 60+ $5.  Will stop 
for lunch/brunch before arriving.  Meet at YOSA 9:00 AM.  Ride 
Captain needed.                                                                                  
6-8 May - Texas District Rally in Killeen.                                                            
Sat 8 May- Park Rd 4 Ride, Lunch in Marble Falls, Ride Captain 

Needed.                                                                                      
Tue 11 May - Staff meeting will be at at Dragon Lake Chinese in 

Universal City. Meet and eat at 6:00 PM and meeting at 7:00 PM.                    
ñNewò Sat, 15 May ï 3 Sisters Ride, Bandera and vicinity.  

Approx 300+ miles.   Breakfast and lunch TBD.  Meet Exxon 281 
& 46 at 9:00AM.  Ride Captain Needed.                                            
Wed 19 May - Chapter "U" Gathering, Longhorn Cafe; 2501 Pat 

Booker Rd; Universal City.  "Meet-to-Eat" at 6:00 pm.  
Information Sharing begins at 7:00pm.                                     
ñNewò Sat, 22 May- Bella Vista Ranch Tour, Wimberly. Tour 

10AM & 1PM Cost is $10/person.  Lunch at Mandola Winery, 
Driftwood.  Very nice but pricey.  Meet at Exxon 281 & 46 at         
9 AM.  Ride Captain needed.                                                       

 27-29 May - Arkansas District Rally, Rogers, AR. 
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Friday Night  Ride  

Coordinators  
 

Jack Dowda & Linda 

Brackeen  

jackdowda@att.net  
 

Ride Coordinator   

 

Mike Mills  
(Stand-in)  

 
mills_michael@att.net 
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Chapter òUó Officers & Staff 

     Chapter Director:   Steve & Susan Ochs  phone: 361-571-2909   email: sosunshine6@hotmail.com 

     Assistant Chapter Director: Open    This could be òUó 

     Chapter Educator:   Court van Sickler  phone: 830-606-0068  email: red@texaschapteru.org 

     Treasurers:   Ken & Connie Jordan phone: 210-658-2136  email:  kenj1@att.net 

     Couple -Of -The -Year:   Jack Dowda & Linda Brackeen  Phone: 210-862-7510  email: jackdowda@att.net 

     Ride Coordinators:   

           Gary Skorman  phone: 210-490-5757  email: garyskorman@sbcglobal.net 

           Skip & Beth Surre   phone: 210-787-6653   email:  ssurre@satx.rr.com 
           Mike Mills (Stand in)  phone: 830-629-2844    email:  mills_michael@att.net 
 

     Membership Enhancement:    Dave Weaver  Phone: 210-945-0575   email: mec@texaschapteru.org  

     Webmaster:   Steve VanGilder Phone: 210-654-8048  email: dvangilder@satx.rr.com 

     Newsletter Editor s :   Duke & Chela Thompson  Phone: 210-260-8626   email: drdct@aol.com 

                             Ron & Maria  Delaughter (Stand in)  Phone : 210-573-0938   email:  rdel@gvtc.com  

     Chapter Photographers :    

          Tom & Nancy Byrd  Phone: 210-655-2566   email: mertweety@yahoo.com 
          Skip Surre   Phone: 210-787-6653   email:  ssurre@satx.rr.com 

     Rally Coordinator:  Steve & Susan Ochs  Phone: 361-571-2909   email: sosunshine6@hotmail.com 

     Friday Night Ride Contact   Jack Dowda & Linda Brackeen   Phone: 210-862-7510  email: jackdowda@att.net 

     Community Service  Coordinators :  Archie & Sharon Haley   Phone: 210-410-1748 email:  archieh3@gmail.com 

      Scrapbook/Historian:  Susan Ochs  Phone: 361-571-0384   email: sosunshine6@hotmail.com 

Road  Captains:   

Charlie Brown phone: 210-497-3900  email: ace@texaschapteru.org 
Brad & Jill Severe phone: 210-386-0507  email:cd@texaschapteru.org 
Steve & Susan Ochs  phone: 361-571-2909    

 email: sosunshine6@hotmail.com 
Mike Mills phone: 830-214-6868  email: mills_michael@att.net 
Ken & Connie Jordan phone: 210-658-2136  email kenj1@att.net 
Tom & Nancy Byrd phone: 210-655-2566  

email: mertweety@yahoo.com 
Dave Weaver phone: 210-945-0575 email: mec@texaschapteru.org  
Gary & Melissa Skorman   phone: 210-490-5757  

email: GARYSKORMAN@SBCGLOBAL.NET 
Jack Dowda  & Linda Brackeen   phone: Phone: 210-862-7510   

email: jackdowda@att.net 
Luis & Ida Flores  phone: 210-373-8482 email: wilkim45@yahoo.com 

Court & Diane vanSickler  Phone: 830-606-0068  

 email: cbvs98@hotmail.com 
John McClinton  Phone: 210-490-6824  

 email: johnmcclinton@yahoo.com 
Duke & Chela Thompson  Phone: 210-260-8626  

 email: drdct@aol.com 
Skip Surre  Phone: 210-787-6653  email: ssurre@satx.rr.com 
Robert Renfro  Phone: 210-591-8826  email: AC7KH@arrl.net 
Mike & Cindy Edmonds  Phone: 210-887-8560   

email: medmonds@grandecom.net 
Sal Pesta Phone: 210-662-8161  email: spesta@sbcglobal.net 
Jim Brown  phone: 830-438-5334   

email: sixflagsbrown@msn.com 

 

 

           Texas District Officers & Staff                  website: www.gwrra-tx.org 
District Directors  Ken & Barbie Peterson                TexasDD@gwrra -tx.org  

Assistant District Directors  Fred  & Mandy Mew                        TxCOY@gwrra -tx.org  

District Educator  Michael & Suzanne Elrod                 TxED@gwrra -tx.org  

Assistant District Educator  Collen Campbell                              Assted@gwrra -tx.org  

District Treasurer, Newsletter Editor  Pamela Meyer                             Treasurer@gwrra -tx.org  

Membership Enhancement  Coordinator  (MEC)  Carolyn Barton                             txmedac@gwrra -tx.org  

Assistant MEC  Donna  Holley                               Asstmec@gwrra -tx.org  

Couple of the Year 2009  Don & Linda Holley                         TxCOY@gwrra -tx.org  

District Trainer s  Lynn  Heene                                TxTrainer@gwrra -tx.org  

Vendor Coordinators  Don  & Linda Holley                    TxVendor@gwrra -tx.org  

Webmaster  Mark Heene                             webmaster@gwrra -tx.org  

MFA Coordinator  Skip Surre    (Pending)  
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