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From the CD’s

2006 was quite a year for Chapter U. A
new beginning, many changes, a few
bumps, a tragedy and lots of great times.
We are well on our way to being
“Friends  for Fun, Safety and
Knowledge”. Thanks for everyone’s
support in bringing the chapter to where
it is today. You had lots of great ideas
and we have tried to implement as many
as possible. This is your chapter. Jill
and | are here to help keep it all together,
and of course share in the fun too! The
fun will continue, and we should all
make lots of new friends in 2007.

We have a great start on the ride
schedule for 2007 with rides are
planned all the way through June! Don’t
think this means we don’t want your
input! We always need it. None of the
rides are set in concrete, and they are
always subject to change. We hope to
be able to offer a Ride Captain course
this year so more of you can gain the
confidence to lead or drag a ride.

Some of you have already taken the
initiative to show your commitment to
safety by enrolling in the Rider
Education Program. We would like to
see everyone in the program as at least
a level 1 next year. It is easy, simple,
and instills confidence in your riding
ability as you progress.

We try to keep everyone up to speed on
what is happening in the chapter
through several means. The website is
the central point for all information.
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Check it often! Pictures and notes on
recent rides and meetings can be found
on the web site. Our new message
board is a great means to exchange
information among members. Please
check it out if you haven’t already! Sorry,
with the free version, there will be pop-
ups! Next are the weekly updates. We
like to let you know what is going on a
litle more personally than the web site
and a little more often than the
newsletter and meetings! Lastly is the
monthly newsletter. Since we keep you
up to date weekly, it gets even harder
for us to find topics for the newsletter.
We would like to encourage all of you to
submit articles. Just one about
yourselves would be great, or maybe a
ride you took or an experience you had
and would like to share! So, if by some
chance you can’t make the rides or
meetings, you still should have a good
idea what is going on in the chapter.
Ride safe and Have Fun!

Brad & Jill Severe
Chapter Directors
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“U” Staff

Chapter Director:
Brad & Jill Severe

ACD: Open
Chapter Educator: Open

Treasurers:
Olin & Martha Gover

Couple-Of-TheO-Year: Open
Ride Coordinators: Open
Ride Captains: Open

Membership Enhancement:
Open

Acting Webmaster:
Brad Severe

Newsletter Editor: Open

Chapter

Photographer/Historian: Open

Inside this issue:
From The CD

Group Riding Protocol

T-CLOCK

Birthdays

Co-Rider Corner

District Info

N A AW NN =

Ride Schedule




Rider Education Page
Group Riding Protocol

| found this article in TX Chapter B’s Dec 06 newsletter
and thought it was really good! It was written by Phil &
Suzanne Polhemus, the chapter ACDs. | added “’Do
the T-Clock prior to arriving for the ride and removed
some instructions for the drag that didn’t seem
appropriate for everyone. Brad

Group Riding Protocol
Chapter members: Since joining GWRRA, | have not seen
anything on Group Riding Protocol. | believe there are
some rules to safe riding and that they may be published
but until | can find them | would like to publish some I've
heard about, and | do know that the Texas Dept. of
Transportation has something about this. Anyhow here
they are as suggested for your enjoyment and
consideration:

[0 Do the T-CLOCK prior to arriving for the ride

[1Be on time! Assembly is 15 minutes prior to
departure.

[UHave a full tank of gas before departure.

[1Be dressed at departure according to conditions
you anticipate on the first leg of the ride.

[JRide in a staggered formation (Alternate “Tread”).

This requires paying attention to the riders in front of you.

[IKeep constant spacing — two second space
between you and the bike directly in front of you.

[INotify the ride captain if you need to stop for any
reason, i.e., a restroom break, adjust clothing, etc. No one
needs to be uncomfortable, but please try and plan ahead
so as not to unnecessarily inconvenience the whole group.
Road captains must be notified if you are leaving the trip or
group at any point other than the end.

[1Be aware of any changes in how any member of
the group is riding. Notify the road captain of any apparent
problems. Look out after one another.

[1Be aware of the group CB channel (Ch. 1) and
have it on. This is for everyone’s safety.

[JRide at the speed and style that is comfortable to
you. If the ride is too fast tell the road captain. Do not
allow yourself to be “pushed” beyond your ability.

Recommended Riding Apparel:

1. Safety approved helmet.

2. Proper eye protection

3. Boots, jeans or leather pants,
riding suit, rain gear, gloves. (Shorts and
tennis shoes are not proper clothing when
riding a motorcycle. Do so at your own
risk and preferably not on a chapter ride.)
This protocol is only a suggestion and for
your safety in an activity that is inherently
risky. ©

T-CLOCK

Bike maintenance:

Got three minutes?

Here's a quick check to insure your next ride is truly a
great ride.

By Bill Andrews

"What a day for a ride," you think to yourself. What you
should be thinking, though, is "Is my ride ready for the
day?" It's a valid question, no matter how often or
infrequent you ride. Either on-the-road usage and vibration
or in-the-garage inactivity can take their toll on your bike,
potentially degrading safety, control, performance and
comfort. That's why the Motorcycle Safety Foundation
recommends a short pre-ride check of your favorite two-
wheeler before every ride.

To help you remember what to check, the MSF came up
with the acronym T-CLOCK, which stands for Tires,
Controls, Lights, Oil, Chassis and Kickstand. These are
simple, easy-to-access items that anyone who rides
should be able to identify and check. And despite the
length of the MSF's list, you can probably check everything
in about three minutes. Depending on what you find, that
could be the best three minutes you spend all day. Here's
a quick overview of the list, along with a printer-friendly
version you can print out and keep in your garage.

Tires and wheels

Since these are where you and the road meet, they're
probably the most important things to look over. A problem
can affect handling-sometimes severely. Are your rims free
of dings? Are your spokes tight and straight? Check
pressures in both tires. Since most manufacturers specify
pressures for cold tires, this is the only accurate way to
check them, as they heat up quickly on the road, raising
the pressure. Consult your owner's manual or call your tire
manufacturer's hotline for the proper pressures for your
particular bike. If you own multiple bikes, it may be difficult
to remember all those different tire specs. And since this is
one of those critical things you should check often, you
may want to make a small card-like our list-with each tire's
recommended pressure, then hang it on your garage wall,
or anywhere that's handy. While you're down there
checking the tires, make sure you've got plenty of tread.
You should have more than 1/16 of an inch, about the
distance between Lincoln's head and the top of a penny.
Remove foreign objects that may have lodged in the
treads, and make sure there aren't any cuts in the tire. A
scuff is nothing to be worried about, but if it's a deep
scratch, you might want to have it checked.

Controls and cables

A snapped throttle or clutch cable can leave you on the

side of the road, so check 'em. Operate anything

connected to a cable and make sure that levers and
cables feel smooth and don't bind. Apply the front brake

and push the bike forward. The brake should feel firm, and
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the front wheel should not move. Check the rear brake in
the same fashion.

Lights

Seeing and being seen are two great ways to avoid
unwanted incidents on the road, so making sure your lights
work is key. Start by turning on your ignition. Are the
headlight's high beam and low beam working? Does the
taillight come on? Does the brake light come on when you
depress the brake pedal and lever? Check left and right
turn signals, front and rear. Remember that the cause of a
malfunction here could be a relay or bulb.

Lastly, don't forget to check your horn.

Oiland fuel

Running out of gas is a bummer, but since many
motorcycles don't have gas gauges, it's a very real
possibility. Check the gas level in the tank, and be sure
your fuel petcock isn't on "reserve," which could leave you
with a nasty surprise if you roll to a stop thinking you've still
got gas in reserve. And don't forget to reset the tripmeter
every time you fill up. Running out of gas can be
inconvenient, but running out of oil can turn your bike into
an inert display of public art. Even some new bikes can
use enough oil to be down a quart between oil changes, so
check it before every ride.

Chassis

Though an improperly adjusted suspension may not seem
critical, imagine your surprise as your bike behaves
differently in the middle of a curve because you forgot to
reset it after picking up your friend last night. Sit on the
bike and rock it, making sure that everything moves
smoothly and relatively slowly. If the front or rear end
behaves like a pogo stick, a trip to your trusty mechanic
should be in your immediate future. If you have an
adjustable suspension, remember to read your owner's
manual and adjust it properly for the load you'll be carrying
and the type of riding you'll be doing.

Kickstand and centerstand

The kickstand is a handy little item-it's what keeps your
motorcycle off the ground. Make sure it's not cracked or
bent. Check the spring or springs. Are they in place, and
do they have enough tension to keep the kickstand safely
up? Don't forget to look at the engine cut-out switch or pad,
if so equipped. If everything's in place and operating
properly you're done, and you're good to go. Enjoy the day.

Please note that this should be done prior to
meeting for a ride! Brad
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What’s in the Bag? (Fredricksburg Trade Days)

i

January Birthdays

5" Ron DeLaughter
23d Joyce Fitzgerald

Ride Meeting Location
Unless otherwise specified, all rides
depart from the Wal-Mart on the
northwest corner of I-35 an FM 3009.

Chap "U" Gatherings

3rd Wednesday of each month. Our
next Gathering will be 17 January 07 at
the Golden Corral Restaurant; 2301 Pat
Booker Road; Universal City. We
"Meet-to-Eat™ at 6:30 with "Information
Sharing” beginning at 7:30 pm. Hope
to see "U" there!
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Late lunch at the Sunset Café, Blanco

From the Co-Rider’s Corner

December was great fun and saw the first series of
Chapter U rides planned to include shopping opportunities
mixed in with good food and good roads! Somehow we
managed to avoid throngs of shoppers and road
congestion as we chose to travel the lesser roads and
attend some of the holiday markets in the surrounding
area. | look forward to new Chapter U adventures in 2007.

As we start the New Year, | just wanted to pass along
an excerpt about the rider-co-rider relationship that Brad
found in another chapter’s newsletter.

“Before | let a passenger onto my bike | host a briefing
with them. | explain that so long as they are on my bike
THEY are the boss - that if they want to slow down, or to
stop, for any reason, we will do so. | explain that it is not
my intention to scare them, ever, while they are on the
bike, but to help them enjoy the experience. In exchange
for this there is a price: They have four jobs while riding as
passenger, and they
must agree to get on and off the bike only with the
permission of the
driver.

| explain the 'passenger twist' where they connect their
helmet cord while facing the bike, then do a full turn
clockwise so that the cord wraps behind them before they
get on the bike. That they get on and off only while | am on
the bike, which is in neutral, and have both feet down and
the side stand up (this, because if the side stand is down
and they plump themselves on the saddle they will
compress the shocks and that will lever the bike to the
right - possibly all the way over onto its side!) | nod and tell
them it is OK to get on the bike when I'm ready for them. |
do the same when I'm ready for them to leave the bike.
Finally, | ask that when they mount and dismount the bike
they try to keep their
weight centered on the bike - that they not pull the bike
towards them but, rather, push themselves towards the
bike. | explain that while we are moving they can talk to me
if they want, and that they may use the PTT button near
their left hand to talk on the CB,

but as to moving around, I'd prefer that they pretended to
be a sack of potatoes (actually, | tell them they can move
about, just not suddenly) - that they NOT try to help me
through the turns - that they not lean in anticipation or
when we are in a turn. | tell them that | have never had an
accident, but that no matter what happens while we are
moving, they are to keep their feet on the passenger
floorboards and never, ever, try to touch the ground with
their feet to try to hold up the motorcycle. | show them the
saddlebag

guard rails and point out that they are heavy steel, like 'roll
bars', and will protect their legs only so long as their feet
remain on those floorboards.

Oh, as to those 'jobs’ they have:

1. They are to wave at all motorcyclists approaching
us in the opposite

direction

2. They are to wave at all policemen who are on their
feet

3. They are to wave at all children that show any
interest whatever

4. They are to demonstrate to the world that they are
enjoying themselves,

particularly at all rest stops. Failing any of those jobs,
I declare, will result in them having a new job when the
ride is over - the spokes! (There are no spokes on my
Wing, of course.)”

Thanks to James R. Davis in Chapter L for those
thoughts. They made me think about the Co-Rider’s
Seminar | attended at the last District rally. It was really
fun and educational, and | remember one particular point
that the trainer made during the seminar. The trainer was
discussing something about the co-rider leaning as the
rider leaned into a turn. At the end of the seminar, the
trainer asked if there were any questions, and one of the
co-riders raised her hands and stated that her rider had
told her not to lean, he would do the leaning. All the co-
riders solemnly moved their heads in agreement. The
point that struck home with me is that all these riders and
co-riders had discussed what the co-rider should do before
getting on the bike. Being a co-rider is a lot of fun and an
important element of enjoying the ride is the agreement
between the rider and co-rider on how to be a safe co-rider.
| encourage you as the co-rider to make sure you know
what your rider wants you to do in all sorts of situations,
and then lean back and enjoy the ride!

We have had a great co-rider turnout in the last couple
months, and | hope that we see lots of co-riders participate
in 2007. If any co-riders would like to write this “corner” for
the monthly newsletter, or do a short little write-up on a
ride, please let me know. Hoping and planning for a safe
2007, see you soon!

Jill Severe
Co-Rider/Chapter Director
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12 Reasons to Smile. From Bert.

Now that food has replaced sex in my life, I can't even get
into my own pants.

Marriage changes passion. Suddenly you're in bed with a
relative.

I saw a woman wearing a sweat shirt with "Guess" on it.
So I said "Implants?" She hit me.

How come we choose from just two people to run for
president and over fifty for Miss America?

A good friend will come and bail you out of jail...but, a true
friend will be sitting next to you saying, "Wow...that was fun!"

I signed up for an exercise class and was told to wear loose-
fitting clothing. If T HAD any loose-fitting clothing, I
wouldn't have signhed up in the first place!

When I was young we used to go "skinny dipping," now I just
"chunky dunk"

Wouldn't it be nice if whenever we messed up our life we
could simply press ‘Ctrl Alt Delete' and start all over?

Why is it that our children can't read a Bible in school, but
they can in prison?

Wouldn't you know it...
Brain cells come and brain cells go, but FAT cells live forever.

Why do T have to swear on the Bible in court when the Ten
Commandments cannot be displayed outside?

And remember: life is like a roll of toilet paper. The
closer it gets to the end, the faster it goes.

District Information
CHAPTER CYCLES

Every Chapter in GWRRA has cycles. All begin
with formation and a formal kick-off. The
beginning of a Chapter is marked with a lot of
enthusiasm, energy, and desire for fun. Time
marches forward. Retiring officers and staff step
down, and new officers and staff step up. New
ideas are introduced, many old ideas are retained.
Participation varies. At some point, everyone

7

recognizes a Chapter based upon a large number
of unique shirts showing up at many different
Chapter, District, and Region functions. Time
marches on, and that same chapter fades a bit,
and is no longer in the forefront. It may again reemerge
as a dominant Chapter, or it may fade

into obscurity.

The natural life cycle has resulted in the closure
of Chapter Q in Houston. The interest has waned
some time back, and has been nonexistent for a
couple of years now. It was time for closure. On
the bright side, there are many Chapters in the
Houston area, and the many GWRRA members
that maintained a desire to participate in a
Chapter have found new homes in other Houston
area Chapters. The same has happened in the
Metroplex. Chapter N in Richardson has all but
faded into obscurity. Based upon proximity, it
was combined with Chapter B in Garland a
couple of years back. There is a sufficient base
of volunteers to support one Chapter in the area,
but not enough at this time for two Chapters.
Therefore, Chapter N is in the process of closure.
Chapter A2 in Lubbock is following the same
path, suffering from a lack of a sufficient base of
volunteer leaders. Final disposition is to be
determined. There are other Chapters currently
struggling, and also several that are extremely
healthy. How would you describe your Chapter?
Although we cannot “make” GWRRA members
participate or show interest in a Chapter, we can
do many things to positively influence them and
make them “want” to participate. It all starts with
a little education and a lot of positive attitude.
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Most individuals, however, do not thirst for the
seminars and training offered by GWRRA. It is
our influence that can tip the balance in the right
direction. Chapter Directors can positively
influence their staffs and especially non-staff
into making a small time commitment and
participating in GWRRA sponsored training. The
Mid-Winter Round-up is a great opportunity to
obtain exposure and training in various
operational areas. Please encourage your staff
and Chapter Participants to come to Kerrville on
January 6th, 2007, and join us at the Inn of the
Hills. We will learn what is really required for
various staff positions. We will lose the
misperception that these positions are impossibly
demanding. We will gain the knowledge and
obtain the connections for assistance and support
to execute these positions. We will prepare
ourselves to volunteer for Chapter Staff
positions. We will then be able to help our
Chapters grow, or at least survive.

A good staff is the foundation of a good Chapter.
Training, such as the Horizons Program,
Knowledge Enhancement Program, and the
seminars and forums being offered at the Mi
dWinter Round-up is the base of this foundation.
Training will make a person capable. A capable
person loses the fear of failure. Without fear of
failure, volunteerism will increase, having a
direct and positive influence on the health of our
Chapter.

All of this starts with us. Use your influence to
get your Chapter participating in the Mid- Winter
Round-up.

Sincerely and regards,

John Simonick

District Director
Master Tour Rider 3035

ARE YOU AN AMBASSADOR
FOR GWRRA

Yes, whether you realize it or not, you began your
embassadorship when you joined this huge
family of volunteers. Many of you agreed to
have your name listed in the Gold Book making
yourself available to come to the assistance of a
fellow motorcyclist if and when needed.

You take advantage of the training and
leadership courses offered. You share your
passion for GWRRA with any and every one that
will listen to you. You volunteer your time in
leadership and non leadership roles and

participate in many activities on the local,
district, region and national level. You wear your
GWRRA logo and emblems with so much pride.
Ambassador! This is not only a title bestowed to
the honorees of the COY Program. It belongs to
every member of GWRRA. If you enjoy
participating by riding your motorcycle, socializing and dining
with people who share

your passion for motorcycling, then you too are
GWRRA Ambassadors.

Come and join the District Staff and many other
GWRRA Ambassadors on January 6th at the
Mid-Winter Round-Up. In addition to some
Leadership Training and Safety Education,
having lots of “FUN” will be the order of the
day.

Our featured Chapter Couple of the Year for

this issue is:

Chapter Y-2, Tyler, TX,
Couple of the Year 2006
Doyle & Debra George

Doyle and Debra met on a baseball field in 1973
while Doyle was playing softball for Debra’s dad
and were married August 3rd 1974. They have
five children, 3 boys and 2 girls. They also have
a total of 16 grandchildren, four of which spend
a lot of time with them. They have been riding
motorcycles over 20 years, the first being a
Honda CB 360. From there they went to a 750
Kawasaki, a Honda 1100, a 1500 SE, and now
they ride a red 1800. They have ridden over
100,000 miles and are still going strong.
Camping with their GWRRA friends and their
children keeps them busy.

They joined GWRRA in 1995 and supported
Chapter J, Jacksonville until it dissolved.
Chapter Y2, Tyler was started in 1998 where
they began as charter members. They have held
the position of Assistant CD’s, CD’s, Activities
Coordinators and now COY’s.

A direct quote from them, “As for the Couple of
the Year program, there is nothing that can
compare”. We have enjoyed every aspect of it.
Some people don’t have the opportunity to delve
into this program like they should. My job kept
us from getting into it like we wanted to. Being
ambassadors for our chapter led us to meet some
great people. Every couple should become
couple of the year”. We couldn’t have stated it
any better!

Until next month!

John & Lena Bryant

Assistant Membership Enhancement
Division Coordinators

Master Tour Riders

5497 & 5496



Hot chocolate break in Gonzales )

Ride Schedule

Saturday 6 January - Mid Winter Roundup! District open
meeting in Kerrville with classes and more!.

Friday 12 January - Every Friday Night ride 6pm, Wal-Mart
at 3009 & IH35

Saturday 13 January - Fredricksburg National Museum of
the Pacific War. We will leave the Wal-Mart at 9am and
pickup at 46 & 281 at 10am. Cost for the museum is
$6 We will find someplace to eat downtown.

Wednesday 17 January - Chapter "U" Meeting, Golden
Corral Restaurant; 2301 Pat Booker Rd; Universal
City. "Meet-to-Eat" at 6:30 pm. Information Sharing
begins at 7:30pm.

Friday 19 January - Every Friday Night ride 6pm, Wal-Mart
at 3009 & IH35

Saturday 20 January - Joint ride with Chapter O in Austin.
Will ride Southwest Market to meet them for Lunch then
ride with them after. Meet at 10am, Wal-Mart at 3009 &
IH35

Friday 26 January - Every Friday Night ride 6pm, Wal-Mart
at 3009 & IH35

Sunday 28 January - Ride to Wimberly for lunch at the
Cyprus Creek Cafe and then shopping! Meet at 10am,
Wal-Mart at 3009 & IH35

Friday 2 February - Every Friday Night ride 6pm, Wal-Mart
at 3009 & IH35

Wednesday 7 February - Chapter H Meeting at Logan's
Road House, on IH-10 access road between Woodstone
and DeZavala. 6:30 to eat and meeting starts at 7:30

Friday 9 February - Every Friday Night ride 6pm, Wal-Mart
at 3009 & IH35

Saturday 10 February - Ride to PoPo's near Welfare then
on to Comfort for some antiquing afterward! Meet at 10am,
Wal-Mart at 3009 & IH35

Friday 16 February - Every Friday Night ride 6pm, Wal-
Mart at 3009 & IH35

Saturday or Sunday 16-17 February - No ride scheduled.
Jill and | cannot make this weekend. If someone wants to
lead a ride please let us know!

Wednesday 21 February - Chapter "U" Meeting, Golden
Corral Restaurant; 2301 Pat Booker Rd; Universal
City. "Meet-to-Eat" at 6:30 pm. Information Sharing
begins at 7:30pm.

Friday 23 February - Every Friday Night ride 6pm, Wal-
Mart at 3009 & IH35

Ride Meeting Location
Unless otherwise specified, all rides
depart from the Wal-Mart on the
northwest corner of I-35 an FM 3009.

)
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Cycle Rider, Inc.
349-9534
202 Braniff
San Antonio, Texas
(off Hwy 281 between Nakoma &
Rhapsody)

Featuring premium quality used
motorcycles, parts and service. Come
check out our new Hyosung
motorcycles

Mafia Joke from Bert

A Mafia godfather finds out that his bookkeeper has
cheated him out of ten million bucks.

His bookkeeper is deaf.

That was the reason he got the job in the first place.
It was assumed that a deaf bookkeeper would not hear
anything that he might have to testify about in court.

When the godfather goes to confront the bookkeeper
about his missing $10 million, he brings along his
attorney, who knows sign language.

The godfather tells the lawyer, "Ask him where the 10
million bucks he embezzled from me is."

The attorney, using sign language, asks the bookkeeper
where the money is.

The bookkeeper signs back, "I don't know what you are
talking about."

The attorney tells the godfather, "He says he doesn't
know what you're talking about."

The godfather pulls out a pistol, puts it to the
bookkeeper's temple, and yells, "Ask him again!"

The attorney signs to the bookkeeper, "He'll kill you if
you don't tell him!"

The bookkeeper signs back, "OK! You win! The money is
in a brown briefcase, buried behind the shed in my
cousin Enzo's backyard in Queens!"

The godfather asks the attorney, "Well, what'd he say
this time?"

The attorney replies, "He says you don't have the balls
to pull the trigger."

Thanks Bert!

Want Ads

For Sale

2000 Yamaha V Star 650 Classic, only
7600 miles! Includes windshield, bags,
crash bars & more! $3400 Call Jill at
210-403-9299
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9710 IH-35 North

San Antonio, TX 78233 Yours |

www.jhms.com

Please Support Our
Sponsors!!!! When you visit,
tell them you are a GWRRA
and Chapter U memberl!!!

WWW.2WingNuts.US

* California Sidecar - Trikes, Escapade
Trailers and Sidecars

* Champion Sidecars - Trikes, Sidecars,

Colorado Trailers and Accessories
" KLIKTRONIC - Electric Shifter
* LED Lighting
* MTC Voyager Convertible Kits
*SADDLEMATE COOLERS

(210) 872-6206

Daniel: 2w1ngnuis@eanhlinkrnal

Wayne: 2wingnuts2@earthlink.net

Colby: 2wingnuts3@earthlink.net
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