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From the CD’s 
Chapter U is off and running. We had a great 
turnout for our last meeting and for the ride last 
Sunday to Berclair Mansion. Jill and I hope that 
we are doing well enough for you to keep 
coming back. It is great to be part of something 
successful!  
 
Weather is getting cooler and the days are 
shorter. The holidays are almost upon us. We 
will be doing shorter rides and starting them a bit 
later for the next couple months. Make sure you 
dress warmly, and it is still important to drink 
plenty of water to stay hydrated. Jill and I will 
host a ride coordination meeting at our house on 
10 December. It is open to everyone. Please 
check the website for more information and any 
changes. 
 
Please support our sponsors, Joe Harrison Motor 
Sports, Cycle Rider, and  www.2wingnuts.us. 
They provide gift certificates and monetary 
support to keep us going. If you know any 
business or restaurant that would be interested in 
supporting us, please let me know! Hank 
Strickland, the sales manager at Joe Harrison, 
told me he would like to attend our December 
meeting. If so, he may bring extra gift 
certificates and goodies! 
 
Last month I mentioned that participation does 
not have any strings attached and no real 
responsibility. And this is still true but… So far, 
it has been efforts by John Simonick, Olin & 
Martha Gover, and  Jill & I to try and keep all 
the action in Chapter U going. John, as you may 
know, is the Texas District Director, and he 
already has his hands more than full. He was the 
chapter director until turning the chapter over to 
Jill and I and has been filling in as the newsletter 
editor and chapter educator. Martha is our 

treasurer, and Olin has been filling in as educator 
when John can’ t be around and doing the games 
and raffles at our meetings. As you may have 
guessed by now, that means Jill and I are doing 
most everything else:  chapter directors, ACD’s, 
webmaster, ride coordinator, ride captain, 
membership enhancement coordinator, 
photographer, etc. So the chapter could use some 
help in the near future. Some of you have already 
expressed some interest and that is great!  
 
No one likes to jump into something they don’ t 
know much about. And yep, it will take some 
responsibility. Since most everything is already 
in place, all you have to do is pick up where 
things are now! I don’ t see how you could 
possibly fail. Jill & I and the rest of the staff will 
be there to help you along. Also, on January 6th, 
District will have its Mid-Winter Roundup at 
The Inn of the Hills in Kerrville. They will be 
offering a variety of classes to help you along. 
Here is the link for the classes & times:  
http://www.gwrra-tx.org/photos/oct06.PDF. The 
following job descriptions will give you an idea 
of what is required in each position. 
 
Assistant Chapter  Director - Works with the 
chapter director and staff members in their effort 
to bring about a well-coordinated, fun, active 
chapter. Assumes the duties of CD in his absence 
and becomes prepared to assume the chapter 
director position. Approval for Assistant Chapter 
Director is the District Director. 
 
Chapter  Educator- Promotes GWRRA Rider 
Education Program to all participants via a 
variety of methods. Relays all information from 
the district director to all chapter participants and 
submits monthly reports as required. Provides 
input to the newsletter editor. This is a key 
position in the chapter! 
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Newsletter  Editor- Compiles and edits the 
chapter newsletter and distributes it on a timely 
basis to all interested parties. You will receive 
the articles from CD, staff and participants so all 
you have to do is put it together, send it to me 
and I will get it out! It is best if you know 
Microsoft Word and can work with pictures and 
formatting. 
 
Membership Enhancement Coordinator- 
Reviews and uses computer printouts to remind 
members of their expiration dates and identify 
new members that have not attended meetings. 
Makes visitors, guests and new members feel “at 
home” at the meetings and rides. Encourages 
others to join. Some call this job the welcome 
wagon! 
 
Ride/Activity Coordinator- Plans monthly rides 
and activities as suggested by the membership. 
Plans and directs group to the destination. 
Selects and informs the ride captains and may act 
as ride captain.  Provides input to the newsletter 
editor. This is where the fun begins! 
 
Ride Captains- Provide leadership for the rides. 
Work with the ride coordinator in selecting 
routes and times. 
 
Webmaster - Works with all the staff to make 
sure the website is informative and up-to-date. 
Post changes as required. Ensures the website 
meets GWRRA guidelines. 
 
Chapter  Photographer /Histor ian- Collect 
information and pictures from meetings and 
rides. Encourages other participants to share 
photos, articles, etc. Provide input to other staff 
members such as the webmaster and newsletter 
editor. 
 
Ways and Means- Conducts drawings at the 
chapter meetings and is active in procuring 
sponsors and ways for the chapter to make 
money. 
 
If you see something you think may be fun to get 
involved with, please let us know.  Everyone has 

something special they can bring to Chapter U.  
As always, we are always interested in your 
input on how we can make Chapter U the type of 
GWRRA chapter that you want to ride with.  The 
best chapter starts with “U!”     
 
Ride Safe and Have Fun!!! 
Brad &  Jill Severe 
Chapter  Directors 
  

Cold Weather  Riding 

We don’ t get real cold (compared to say 
Chicago!) here in Texas but it can easily be in 
the 40’s at the beginning of a ride and then warm 
to the 60’s or better! We are lucky we don’ t have 
ice and snow and have windshields to help 
protect our torso. Here are some hints to keep 
your self warm this winter. 

1) Dress in layers. You can always take 
something off as it warms up. Don’ t 
forget your legs! Chaps on the outside or 
some sort of insulator under the pants 
will work well. 

2) Keep your feet warm! If your feet are 
cold, you will be cold! 

3) Wear warm, preferably insulated gloves. 
I bring a lighter pair to wear if it warms 
up a lot. 

4) Full face helmets will keep a lot of the 
chill off your face. A scarf helps for 
around the neck. 

5) Drink plenty of liquids - this is important 
even in colder weather. 

6) Below is the National Weather Service 
Wind Chill Chart to give you an idea of 
the effects. 
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From the Co-Rider’s Corner… 
Hi Fellow Co-Riders! 
 
     We’ve been having a great co-rider turn-out 
at our recent rides, and I think all the co-riders 
that toured the Berclair Mansion couldn’ t believe 
those 5 sisters didn’ t have a lot of household 
staff!  It was nice to tour the mansion while it 
was sporting its holiday attire, and I hope to see 
lots of you coming and enjoying our special 
holiday rides planned for December!  Bring your 
shopping list and let’s see if we can cross a few 
items off while we enjoy riding with Chapter U!  
Now is also a good time to ask other co-riders 
how they deal with the inclement weather of the 
upcoming winter season.  It seems everyone has 
a few favorite tips they can share including what 
to wear and where to buy it!  It seems like “cold”  
and “wind”  is not four-letter words to many of 
our riders but we co-riders like to be warm and 
comfy on the back of our Wings!   
     We have a quarterly ride coordination 
meeting coming up in December.  The idea for 
riding down to the Berclair Mansion came from 
an area flier we picked up at a restaurant.  I 
especially invite all co-riders to scout out any 
neat restaurants and destinations that you would 
like to ride to and bring your ideas to the ride 
coordination meeting.  It is amazing how many 
cool places to see, nifty things to do, and great 
places there are to eat within a 120 mile or so 
radius of San Antonio.  One of my non-
motorcycle riding friends said to me “you do the 
neatest things with your motorcycle chapter”  and 
she forgot to mention how much fun we have!  
We are also looking for community service 
project ideas for next year so we would welcome 
any suggestions you have. 
     I look forward to spending more time with the 
co-riders of Chapter U.  Brad and I enjoy riding 
our Wing together but a good part of the reason 
we are active in Chapter U is to meet other 
couples and singles that motorcycle for fun.  I 
look forward to getting to know all of you better 
in the coming year! 

Jill Severe 
Co-Riding Chapter  Director  �  

Bert’s One L iners 
1. Two antennas met on a roof, fell in love 

and got married. The ceremony wasn©t 
much, but the reception was excellent. 

2. A jumper cable walks into a bar. The 
bartender says, "I©ll serve you, but don©t 
start anything." 

3. Two peanuts walk into a bar, and one was a 
salted. 

4. A dyslexic man walks into a bra. 
5. A man walks into a bar with a slab of 

asphalt under his arm and says: "A beer 
please, and one for the road." 

6. Two cannibals are eating a clown. One says 
to the other: "Does this taste funny to you?" 

7. "Doc, I can©t stop singing ©The Green, 
Green Grass of Home.©" "That sounds like 
Tom Jones Syndrome" "Is it common?" 
Well, "It©s Not Unusual." 

8. Two cows are standing next to each other 
in a field. Daisy says to Dolly, "I was 
artificially inseminated this morning." "I 
don©t believe you," says Dolly. "It©s true, no 
bull!" exclaims Daisy. 

9. An invisible man marries an invisible 
woman. The kids were nothing to look at 
either. 

10. Deja Moo: The feeling that you©ve heard 
this bull before. 

11. I went to buy some camouflage trousers the 
other day but I couldn©t find any. 

12. A man woke up in a hospital after a serious 
accident. He shouted, "Doctor, doctor, I 
can©t feel my legs!" The doctor replied, "I 
know you can©t - I©ve cut off your arms!" 

13. I went to a seafood disco last week... and 
pulled a mussel. 

14. What do you call a fish with no eyes? A 
fsh. 

15. Two fish swim into a concrete wall. The 
one turns to the other and says "Dam!" 

16. Two Eskimos sitting in a kayak were 
chilly, so they lit a fire in the craft. 
Unsurprisingly it sank, proving once again 
that you can©t have your kayak and heat it 
too. 

17. A group of chess enthusiasts checked into a 
hotel and were standing in the lobby 
discussing their recent tournament 



 4 

victories. After about an hour, the manager 
came out of the office and asked them to 
disperse. "But why," they asked, as they 
moved off. "Because", he said, "I can©t 
stand chess-nuts boasting in an open 
foyer." 

18. A woman has twins and gives them up for 
adoption. One of them goes to a family in 
Egypt and is named "Ahmal." The other 
goes to a family in Spain; they name him 
"Juan." Years later, Juan sends a picture of 
himself to his birth mother. Upon receiving 
the picture, she tells her husband that she 
wishes she also had a picture of Ahmal. 
Her husband responds, "They©re twins! If 
you©ve seen Juan, you©ve seen Ahmal." 

19. Mahatma Gandhi, as you know, walked 
barefoot most of the time, which produced 
an impressive set of calluses on his feet. He 
also ate very little, which made him rather 
frail and with his odd diet, he suffered from 
bad breath. This made him (Oh, man, this 
is so bad, it©s good). A super calloused 
fragile mystic hexed by halitosis. 

20. And finally, there was the person who sent 
twenty different puns to his friends, with 
the hope that at least ten of the puns would 
make them laugh. No pun in ten did. 

(Thanks Ber t Navin!) 
  

Five Bikes in the 50’s…. 

I had been somewhat anxiously watching the 
weather forecast for Saturday, December 2, due 
to Chapter U’s planned afternoon ride to visit 
Gonzalez, Texas for their Christmas market and 
candlelight historic home tour.  My anxiety was 
due to the expected cold front coming in to 
Texas, dramatically lowering our expected 
daytime temperatures 20+ degrees!  Now Brad 
and I have always chosen to not ride below 50 
degrees and then only if the sun was going to 
warm up and increase the temperature into the 
60’s.  It seemed like the cold was going to keep 
the temperature in the 50’s, so Brad and I went 
and bought some additional clothing in 
preparation for the Gonzalez ride. 

Much to our delight, 4 other bikes (and 7 other 
people) braved the cold and we headed off to 

Cibolo for yummy barbecue at Harmon’s, a well-
kept secret that travels mouth-to-mouth (literally 
sometimes I think!).  Thanks to Diane Goree for 
helping me find my gold hoop earring that came 
off with my helmet…I now have joined most co-
riders in giving up earrings when I wear a 
helmet!  I was happy to find out that I had 
prepared better than some of my fellow co-riders 
had for their first “cold weather”  ride but still felt 
another layer (or leather chaps) would have kept 
me a bit toastier.  It is always great to swap notes 
with fellow co-riders on what to wear and where 
to buy it!  Martha Gover won the competition for 
the co-rider with the most layers! 

After a great early lunch, we headed south to 
Gonzalez via scenic ranch roads with little 
traffic.  This ride is what Brad and I think 
Chapter U is all about:  easy, safe, riding with 
friends on scenic routes that are not well-traveled 
so we aren’ t pushed by hurried drivers.  We 
waved hello to the world’s largest pecan in 
Seguin and pushed on to Gonzalez where we 
stopped for much- welcomed hot chocolate and 
more socializing before Dave Weaver and Dale 
and Diane Goree headed back to San Antonio.  
Thanks to Dave, Dale and Diane for joining us 
for a good part of the day!  The last 3 bikes 
pushed on to downtown Gonzalez and parked in 
time to follow Santa Claus to the Christmas 
market.   

At first we thought the market wasn’ t very large 
but somehow we managed to check names of our 
Christmas lists…and buy a few goodies for 
ourselves.  Purchases included great salsa 
(recommended by Olin Gover!), an “antique”  
doorstop, and several jewelry purchases which 
the co-riders will be sporting but then wrapping 
some for gifts!  Brad’s camera battery was dying 
so some of the pictures were too blurred to 
share…Connie Jordan you are off the hook as 
one of those pictures was of you sporting that 
really cute raccoon hat with the eyes and tail!  I 
think Brad was the only holdout on finding a 
purchase because Kenny Jordan found a special 
treasure too.  

Gathering up our purchases, we loaded the 
Wings and winged our way over to the two 
historic homes with free admission:  the Old 
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Gonzalez College that was converted into a 
residence in 1892, and the F.M. Fly House built 
in 1914 that has been converted into an antique 
store.  Both were decorated for Christmas but 
everything in the Fly House was also for sale so 
of course more names were crossed off shopping 
lists!   

We headed back to San Antonio on a more direct 
route arriving back into the meeting point around 
about 5:15 and before dark!  Though it was a bit 
chilly at times when the wind picked up, overall 
my planned layers worked well.  I had a 
wonderful time and felt like I had experienced a 
special offering of the Season with Chapter U.  
We have more special holiday rides planned so I 
hope you can find the chance to join us! 

 
  

In front of Berclair  Mansion 

 
The ride to Berclair Mansion was my first 
Chapter U ride since August. Getting my bike 
repaired seemed to take forever, as the more they 
disassembled, the more little things they found 
that needed replacing. I flew up to Love Field in 

Dallas on Wednesday, November 15th. I was 
scheduled to go to DFW, but the flight was 
cancelled due to high winds! I was met by Ken 
& Barbie Peterson from the Texas District Staff. 
They chauffeured me to West Side Kawasaki-
Honda in Fort Worth where I picked up my 
repaired bike and rode it home to San Antonio in 
the gusty winds of the cold front. I thought I was 
in Wyoming! The following day, I traded it in at 
Joe Harrison’s on a new Gold 2006 Wing, 
partially accessorized, and I was back in 
business. Sharon and I rode Friday after 
Thanksgiving to Kerrville, met up with Pamela 
and Dieter Meyer from the Texas District Staff, 
and then rode to Coopers BBQ for lunch. That 
was Sharon’s 1st ride on a Goldwing. She loved 
it! On Saturday, we rode to Helotes and had 
breakfast with Chapter H, followed by a ride to 
River Road in New Braunfels (Gruene). This 
was Sharon’s 2nd ride, and she’s still loving it. 
Which brings us to Sunday and Chapter U’s ride 
to Berclair Mansion. We met the group late, as 
they were preparing to leave Wal-Mart. We rode 
towards Beeville and lunch, ate a wonderful 
meal, and on to Berclair Mansion. The mansion 
was very interesting, including the background 
stories. It was well worth the ride and the $10 
admission fee. After about 2 hours touring the 
10,000 square foot mansion (plus the attic for 
some of us), we proceeded to the bikes and the 
ride home. I am really glad I got to participate on 
this ride, as it had been planned to occur months 
ago, and got rescheduled a few times along the 
way due to weather and other reasons. If it would 
have occurred prior to November 26th, I would 
have had no Goldwing, and most likely would 
not have taken 4 wheels to participate. Those that 
ride can appreciate not wanting to be in 4 wheels 
while your friends are on 2 wheels, especially 
when the weather is great. 

The total number of miles Sharon and I logged 
on Thanksgiving weekend was about 640, and I 
think I have her hooked… Expect to see her on 
future fair weather rides until we get her outfitted 
like a true “winger”  with proper cold and 
inclement weather riding gear. 

John Simonick 
Texas District Director 



 

 
Preparing to leave Berclair Mansion 

 

Mid-Winter  Round-up 
I am excited to announce that the event 
traditionally held the 1st Saturday after New 
Years Day is being enhanced to provide greater 
value to the membership. Historically, the 
“District Staff Meeting”  was intended for 
Chapter Directors and Chapter Educators, with 
encouragement for other Chapter Staff members 
to attend. The content typically involved 
informational updates from international, 
Region, and District. Rider Education had a 
break-out for the Educators. There was an 
opportunity for Chapters to announce their 
rallies, and there was the opportunity for 
Chapters to volunteer for their preferred role to 
assist with the District Rally. There were also 
opportunities to meet members from other 
Chapters, ask the District Staff questions, and to 
get help with Financial Reports.The revised 
event, referred to as the Mid-Winter Round-Up, 
is not restricted to current Chapter Staff 
members; we are encouraging any and all 
GWRRA members to participate in this 
event.Now, for the big question: What is the 
Mid-Winter Round-Up, and how will it differ 
from the Staff Meeting of years past?The Mid-
Winter Round-Up will:  

·  Provide an opportunity for the District 
Staff to meet the GWRRA members of 
Texas as well as the Texas Chapter Staffs  

·  Provide a plethora of training 
opportunities for staff and non-staff  

·  Have a General Session, which will 
provide informational updates from 
International, Region H, and lots of 
information regarding the District 
operations, objectives, and initiatives  

·  Solicit assistance for the upcoming 
District Rally (May 17, 18, & 19 in 
Wichita Falls)  

·  Host a social event as an additional 
opportunity for District Staff to meet and 
greet the Chapter participants in Texas  

·  Provide assistance for completion of 
Chapter Financial Reports  

·  Allow some Hill Country riding to be 
mixed in with the events  

The training being offered at this event is 
targeting the major roles of a Chapter Staff. 
Specifically, there will be seminars and/or 
forums for Chapter Directors and Assistants, 
Treasurers, Newsletter Editors, Webmasters, 
Membership Enhancement Coordinators, and 
Couples of the Year. Each seminar/forum will be 
presented at least twice to accommodate 
interested parties to the greatest extent possible. 
If you are currently on a Chapter Staff, this is an 
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excellent opportunity to ensure that you 
understand the role and responsibility associated 
with the staff position that you hold. For those 
that are not currently on a Chapter Staff, the 
seminars/forums are an excellent opportunity to 
learn what is really involved with various staff 
positions, and to determine if they would be 
interested in a particular Chapter Staff role in the 
future. We will be publishing an event schedule 
in the near future (by the next Newsletter), and 
provide additional information regarding this 
event. Chapter Educators will have their break-
out session as well, and will have time to 
participate in other seminars/forums. Two 
important notes worth reiterating: The training is 
not restricted to current Chapter Staff members; 
we encourage non-staff to participate in these 
seminars/forums either out of curiosity, or to 
determine if they would be interested in a 
particular Chapter Staff role in the future. 
Secondly, there are many myths of what the 
responsibilities and requirements are for various 
staff positions. These myths will be busted! We 
are excited to have a chance to be the “GWRRA 
Myth Busters.”  We anticipate that this event will 
grow over the next couple of years, since we will 
have more time to plan, and will make changes 
based on the evaluation and feedback from the 
2007 event. In 2008 and 2009, we will be 
holding the District Couple of the Year Selection 
at this event. (Read more about the Couple 
Selection in the MED article.)  

In closing, we STRONGLY encourage Chapter 
Directors and Chapter Educators from all 
Chapters to attend, just like in previous years. 
We really encourage Chapter Staff members to 
attend at least for the training related to their 
staff position. We really hope that non-staff 
members will attend for not only the social 
aspect, but to audit some classes, and to allow 
the District Staff to meet and greet, and increase 
our circle of friends. And finally, if your 
schedule permits, please join us at the social that 
evening.  

John Simonick 
District Director 
Master Tour Rider 3034 

Mid-Winter  Round-Up 
Saturday January 6, 2007 
At The Inn Of The Hills 
Kerrville, Texas 
800-292-5690 
See The Texas Distr ict Newsletter  
OCTOBER ISSUE At 
www.gwrra-tx.org 
for  Seminar  Schedules &  Times  

  

Ride &  Event Schedule 

December 2006 

Saturday 9 December - Ride to Dripping 
Springs for the 2d annual Christmas on 
Mercer Street. We can eat at the Salt Lick or 
maybe Riley's bar-B-Q. Meet at the pickup 
point at 10am. 

Sunday 10 December - Ride Coordination 
meeting at Brad & Jill's place. Everyone is 
welcome to help plan the rides for the next 
5-6 months!!! They will have Sloppy Joes, 
chips and cookies!! 

Saturday 16 December - Ride to the 
Fredricksburg Trade Days, 2-wheel or 4-
wheel should be lots of great gifts to buy! 
Meet at the pickup point at 9:30. We can eat 
some Oma Sausage or other vendor 
goodies there. 

Wednesday 20 December - Chapter "U"  
Gathering, Golden Corral Restaurant;  2301 
Pat Booker Rd;  Universal City.  "Meet-to-
Eat" at 6:30 pm.  Information Sharing begins 
at 7:30pm. 

Saturday 30 December - Impromptu 
lunch ride. Let's meet 10:30 and decide 
where we want to go! 
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January 2007 

Saturday 6 January - Mid Winter Roundup! 
District open meeting in Kerrville with 
seminars, forums, and more! (see “Mid-
Winter Round-up” article) 

Saturday 13 January - Fredricksburg 
National Museum of the Pacific War. We will 
leave the Wal-Mart  at 9am and pickup at 46 
& 281 at 9:30. Cost for the museum is $6   
We will find someplace to eat downtown. 

Wednesday 17 January - Chapter "U" 
Meeting, Golden Corral Restaurant;  2301 
Pat Booker Rd;  Universal City.  "Meet-to-
Eat" at 6:30 pm.  Information Sharing begins 
at 7:30pm 

Chapter  U 
Serves northeast San Antonio & surrounding areas 

Chapter Directors: Brad &  Jill Severe 

Phone: 210-403-9299 

e-mail:  usedphoto@aol.com 

Chapter  U website address: 
http://www.texaschapteru.org/ 

Chapter  Gather ings: 

3rd Wednesday of every month 

Golden Corral:   2301 Pat Booker Road 

Universal City 

Eat between 6:30 – 7:30 

Fun and Information Sharing at 7:30 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Texas Distr ict Staff 
 
John Simonick Distr ict Director  
210-497-0447 TexasDD@gwrra-tx.org 
 
Ron &  Magaly Gr iffis Distr ict Trainers 
361-777-3670 TxTrainer@gwrra-tx.org 
 
Jim &  Ruby Seale Vendor  Coordinators 
903-856-5153 home 903-767-1022 cell 
TxVendor@gwrra-tx.org 
 
John &  Lydia Bourg Distr ict Educators &  
 Distr ict Webmaster  
281-494-7687 TxED@gwrra-tx.org 
 webmaster@gwrra-tx.org 
 
Collen Campbell Asst. Distr ict Educator  
713-907-8700 cell AsstED@gwrra-tx.org 
 
Dieter  &  Pamela Meyer Chief Advisor  
Treasurer , Newsletter  &  Patch Diva 
281-578-8371 home 713-823-4053 cell 
ca@gwrra-tx.org treasurer@gwrra-tx.org 
 
Ken &  Barbie Peterson Asst. Distr ict Directors 
Member  Enhancement Division Coordinators 
817-293-4667 TxADDMED@gwrra-tx.org 
 
John &  Lena Bryant 
Asst. Membership Enhancement Division Coordinators 
817-741-5216 home 817-791-8918 cell 
TxadMED@gwrra-tx.org 
 
Everett Hunt &  Fay Eger  
Texas Distr ict Couple of the Year  2005-2006 
409-925-5672 home 281-808-1589 cell 
elhunt47@earthlink.net 
 
Gene &  Carolyn Tice 
Texas Distr ict Couple of the Year  2007 
281-471-9544 home 281-468-3533 cell 
TxCOY@gwrra-tx.org 
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Suppor t our  Sponsors! 


