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Texas Chapter U 
 August 2006 
 

                                
June’s Meeting 

Chapter U had another good gathering in June, 
with lots of fun, stories, an interesting game, and 
lots of winners. It was also our farewell meeting 
for Earl and Diana Bartolomeo, who are moving 
to Maryland for three years. After that, they have 
1 more move prior to retirement. They have 
stated that they will try their best to get assigned 
to San Antonio in three years, and hence, move 
back here for good! Let’s all keep our fingers 
crossed. 

Brad Severe, half of our ACD couple, covered 
past rides and upcoming rides. The ride 
originally scheduled for July 23rd to the Saltlick 
barbecue restaurant in Driftwood is potentially 
going to be moved up 1 week and made into a 
joint ride with Chapter H. We are all for that, 
mainly because John is traveling on business on 
July 23rd and we would (or at least John would) 
miss the ride. Last time we went there, we had 
19 bikes and 29 people. Awesome food! 

Jill Severe, the other half of our ACD couple 
discussed the Horizons Program that she and 
Brad attended in Corpus Christi on June 10th & 
11th. Brad & Jill both got a lot from it and would 
recommend it to anyone, not just staff. 

We talked about going to Wing Ding, and found 
out that Bill & Mary and Felipe & Rose are 
leaving the same day we are. We’re not sure if 
Jim and Rebecca are going as well, but we will 
look to ride at least part of the way with them. 
The ultimate difference is that we have 
reservations in the Gaylord Opryland starting 
Saturday night, and their reservations start 
Sunday night. Also, Dave Lonning expressed 
interest in going, but thought it might be too late. 
We suggested for him to call and see if he can 
get reservations, letting availability be his 
decision maker. If he can get a room, then go!  If 

not, then nothing lost. As it turned out, David 
didn’ t go this year... 

July’s recap 

Wing Ding was tons of fun. Saw lots of old 
acquaintances and several people from right here 
in San Antonio: Jim & Nancy Kenney, Bill &  
Mary Rutan, Jim & Rebecca Gantt, Felipe & 
Rose Martinez, Bruce MacMaster, Viktor 
Danelius, Mark Luketic, Gene & Raguell 
Williams, Len & Phyllis Ellis, Bobby Barlaan 
and there is probably a few that we can’ t 
remember. We worked the Goodie Booth on 
Tuesday, which is always a lot of fun. Anyone 
going to the vendors has to pass by the Goodie 
Booth, so we see and greet lots of people when 
we help out there. We got a extra tall Tulsa 
windshield installed, and we got our wing 
pinstriped by Scarecrow. Now there is nothing 
left that we have to have. We instructed 3 
Leadership Training Classes (Making Microsoft 
Word Work for You, Making Microsoft Excel 
Work for You, and How Can I Participate in 
GWRRA). We had about 105 in total in our 
seminars. The facility was amazing – larger than 
the Gaylord Texan, and all under roof! John 
found an affinity for the Irish Pub on site, as they 
had great food at a reasonable price. The trip 
back found us heading north into Kentucky to 
the Land between the Lakes. It was a very nice 
ride. We proceeded to take a ferry across the 
Mississippi from Kentucky into Missouri, and 
due to a road closure no more than 200 feet 
before we got to I-55, we ended up heading north 
an extra 15 miles so that we could go south. Our 
target was Texarkana, which we make by 10:00 
and after about 750 miles. We caught up with 
many of the folks listed above and rode the rest 
of the way with them, arriving in San Antonio 
Saturday afternoon. It was a great trip & lots of 
fun. Next year, Wing Ding is in Billings, 
Montana. We went there in 2000 for Wing Ding, 
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and are looking forward to going back next year. 
We already have hotel reservations and are 
starting to plan the trip. Several other folks are 
interested as well, so we will most likely 
coordinate itineraries and have a few different 
groups traveling to Billings. 

Salt L ick in Dr iftwood 

Briefly, a great ride, and great food! Ask Brad to 
tell you more at the Chapter meeting! 

Meeting at Exxon (281 & 46) 

At the Salt Lick – food was great! 

Gonzales Jail Tour  

Finally had this ride! It was cancelled twice 
before due to rain. Ask Jill to tell you more at the 
Chapter meeting! 

 

 

Lunch at Luling Bar-B-Que 

In front of the Jail 

Even with the heat, we had a great turn-out. 
We’re looking forward to the fall when the 
temperature is 60 – 80! That is awesome riding 
weather.  

Chapter  U Planning Session 

We will be having a planning session, where 
everyone is welcome to come and share ideas, 
and help Brad and Jill and ourselves put a great 
schedule of events together for the chapter. Did 
we mention there will be FREE PIZZA? We 
hope that anyone teetering on the edge as to 
whether or not they will come will be influenced 
(bribed) by a free meal. It will be held Sunday, 
August 20th at Brad & Jill’s house starting at 
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5:00 sharp. Contact Brad & Jill for directions or 
to let them know you’ re coming so that we will 
have enough pizza. We hope that you will 
consider joining all of us. If you have not 
participated much (yet) and even if you don’ t 
know anyone in the Chapter yet, we strongly 
encourage you to join us so we can meet, get to 
know each other, and together plan a great 
schedule of rides and activities for the Chapter. 
Some of the activities we will need to plan will 
be 2 or 4 wheel activities, suitable for non-riding 
spouses or significant others, and children or 
grandchildren. Hope to see you there. 

John & Bonnie Simonick 
Acting Chapter U Directors 
  

Just have to share my new license plate... 
 

We didn’ t think it would be available, but it 
never hurt to ask! 
  

 

Are You Committed to Safety 

We haven’ t talked much about GWRRA Rider 
Education and the Levels program. We can 
accommodate your interest in entering the Rider 
Education Levels Program, and assist you in 
obtaining the patches associated with your level 
of commitment. We are proud Level IV Senior 
Master Tour Riders, and we encourage everyone 
to commit to safety, and to consider entering the 
Levels Program. Olin and Martha Gover have 
achieved Level IV Master Tour Rider status 
around 2 years ago, and we have not recognized 
anyone since for that accomplishment. Who will 
be next? 
 
Level I Safe Miles Safety by Commitment 
Level II Tour Rider Safety by Education 
Level III Certified Tour Rider Safety by Preparedness 
Level IV Master Tour Rider Safety by Enhanced Commitment 
  and Preparedness 

If you are interested in pursuing the recognition 
that comes with the commitment, let us know 
and we will assist you in achieving the highest 
level you desire. 
  

Chapter  U Group Riding 

As more and more people begin to ride with the 
Chapter, it is becoming much more important to 
communicate the “defaults”  of group riding in 
the Chapter. The advantage to group riding is the 
extreme reduction of the possibility of not being 
seen by other drivers. As a single motorcycle 
(even the size of a Goldwing), some drivers just 
don’ t see you. In a group, the visual image is 
much greater and it is difficult to miss seeing us. 
When group riding in GWRRA, the 
recommendation is that the lead bike is in the left 
tract, and bikes behind are staggered in 
alternating tracts. Essentially, all the odd number 
bikes are in the left tract, and the even number 
bikes are in the right tract.  
GWRRA recommends no more than 5 bikes in a 
group. We do not strictly adhere to that, 
however, if we intend to be riding in high traffic 
areas or areas with many traffic lights, we find it 
valuable to limit the size of the groups to five. 
When we are out in the “boonies”  we commonly 
converge into a single group. 
When riding in a group, we recommend a 2 
second time interval between you and the bike in 
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front of you in your tract, and a 1 second interval 
between you and the bike in front of you in the 
opposite track. If visibility is bad, the road 
conditions are not ideal, or the weather is adverse 
(rain, high winds, etc.), it only makes sense to 
increase these distances.  

             
The reason these timings are used and 
encouraged is based upon a person’s field of 
vision. Bikes that are spaced in this manner will 
assure that more than 1 bike appears in the field 
of vision of other motorists and pedestrians, and 
hence, you have the visual advantage of being in 
a group. If the spacing is much greater than this, 
you are essentially riding alone and forfeit the 
group advantage. 
Having said that, it is not required that you ride 
in the group if you are not comfortable riding in 
this fashion. Additionally, it is not fair to the 
group that you ride in the group and have an 
excessive following distance, as you have split 
the group and diminished the group visual 
advantage. So if you prefer a longer following 

distance, it is perfectly fine to ride at a 
comfortable distance behind the group, where 
you can keep them in visual range, yet have an 
increased following distance. Just realize that 
you are not quite as noticeable as the group to 
other motorists and pedestrians. You are still 
totally welcomed to participate in the ride this 
way. Several members currently ride this way, 
and everyone is happy.  

Another habit we are getting into is to have a 
pre-ride briefing to ensure all riders know where 
we are going, and generally what route we are 
taking. This may require a little patience for 
those that want to jump on the bike and ride, but 
it does help tremendously when there are riders 
that don’ t want to ride in the group, in the event 
they lose visual contact and risk missing a turn. 
Brad has been so diligent that he has even 
printed and handed out maps and information for 
the ride. 

Chapter U has mostly couples riding who prefer 
to enjoy the scenery rather than experience the 
thrill of heavy leans and scraping pegs, so we 
tend to ride slightly under the limit when there is 
no traffic behind us. We ride the limit when 
traffic is behind us, and find ways to let the folks 
that are in a hurry get around the group. 

One thing we encourage is the “buddy system.”  
This essentially puts all of us in a sub-group of 
two (except the last bike if there is an odd 
number of bikes). The bike in the left tract is the 
leader of the sub-group, and the bike in the right 
tract is the “wing man” (cute, huh?). At stop 
signs, the 2 bikes pull up to the stop line together 
and stop. When clear, both take off together. 
This gets the whole group through the stop sign 
quicker. When I am a “wing man” I take off the 
same time as the bike in the left track, but 
accelerate a bit slower so that we acquire and 
increase the space between us as we travel 
through the intersection. Sometimes, when the 
group is really in sync, sets of buddies spread out 
significantly on a 2 lane road to allow the guy in 
a cage who is in a hurry to hop-scotch through 
the group. Having to pass 2 bikes (with plenty of 
space) is a lot easier than passing a group of 4 or 
more. We want to enjoy our ride, but not inhibit 
the flow of traffic. Therefore, we will adjust to 
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the numerous situations we encounter, and by 
means of the CB, function as a safe and 
courteous group. We hope this discussion has 
helped you to understand Chapter U’s approach 
to group riding. 

  

Chapter  U Planning Session 

August 20th Planning session will accomplish 
some long term planning. We will look to 
schedule rides up to a year in advance, possibly 
determine a program for rides with rewards and 
recognition for participation, plan events that do 
not require motorcycles, plan visitations to other 
Chapters’  rallies, and brainstorm other ideas to 
generate a lot of FUN, since GWRRA is Friends 
for FUN, Safety, and Knowledge. And did you 
notice that every time you witness FUN, that 
“U”  is in the middle of it? Come out to Brad & 
Jill’s  on the 20th and have fun planning fun! 
  

August 2006 
 
Wednesday 16 August - Chapter  " U"  
Meeting, Golden Corral Restaurant;  2301 Pat 
Booker Rd;  Universal City.  "Meet-to-Eat" at 
6:30 pm.  Information Sharing begins at 7:30pm.  
 
Sunday 20 August - Breakfast r ide to Sunset 
Cafe in Blanco, then ride in the hill country. 
Leave at 8am and can pick up any interested at 
the Exxon at 281 & 46 at 8:30am. 

 
Sunday 20 August – Chapter  U Planning 
Session at the home of Brad and Jill – all 
welcomed and encouraged to participate – FREE 
PIZZA. Don’ t pass up a free meal! 
 
Saturday 23 September  – Chapter X Rally, 
Corpus Christi 
 
Sunday 29 October  – Berclair Mansion, Should 
be a cooler ride! 
 

Chapter  U 
Serves northeast San Antonio & surrounding areas 

Acting Chapter Directors: John &  Bonnie 
 Simonick 
Phone: 210-497-0447 
(new) e-mail:  TexasDD@gwrra-tx.org 

Chapter  U (new) website address: 
http://www.texaschapteru.org/ 

Chapter  Gather ings: 
3rd Wednesday of every month 
Golden Corral:   2301 Pat Booker Road 
Universal City 

Eat from 6:30 – 7:30 
Fun and Information Sharing at 7:30 

 
 

 

 

 
Coming from the west:  From 1604, exit 
Gold Canyon/Redland Rd (first exit past 281). 
Go past Gold Canyon and turn right onto 
Redland Rd. Go 1.1 miles and turn right onto 
Bulverde Point (directly across from the 
Redland Oaks School). Go 2 blocks and make 
a right. We are the 3rd house on the left (one 
with the 3-car garage). 

Coming from the East:  From 1604, exit 
Bulverde Rd. Make a left and go inside the 
loop. At the T make a right and follow 
Bulverde Rd about .6 miles and make a right 
onto Redland Rd. Make a left at Bulverde 
point which is the  2d street (directly across 
from Redland Oaks School). Go 2 blocks and 
make a right. We are the 3rd house on the left 
(one with the 3-car garage). 
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