
            Volume 4Volume 4Volume 4Volume 4, Number, Number, Number, Number    12121212                                                                            DecemberDecemberDecemberDecember    2009200920092009    

                           Next Chapter Gathering is: 20 January 2010 

GOLD WING ROAD RIDERS ASSOCIATIONGOLD WING ROAD RIDERS ASSOCIATIONGOLD WING ROAD RIDERS ASSOCIATIONGOLD WING ROAD RIDERS ASSOCIATION    
Friends for Fun, Safety & KnowledgeFriends for Fun, Safety & KnowledgeFriends for Fun, Safety & KnowledgeFriends for Fun, Safety & Knowledge    

    
www.texaschapteru.orgwww.texaschapteru.orgwww.texaschapteru.orgwww.texaschapteru.org    

        

                                                                            HHHHaaaappppppppyyyy    HHHHoooolllliiiiddddaaaayyyyssss    ffffrrrroooommmm    CCCChhhhaaaapppptttteeeerrrr    UUUU!!!!    
 
 

 

 

   Well another month has come and gone and the holiday 
season begins and we hope everyone had a wonderful 
Thanksgiving. We all have so much for which to be thankful, 
especially with our wonderful Chapter U members; each of 
you are special to us and we are thankful for all of U. 

    There was not much riding this past month because it 
was dedicated to training, which is a very important part of 
GWRRA. We would like to thank Skip for his First Aid/CPR 
training class, Randy McBay for his ECR course, and to 
Court, Skip and Gary for their first PLP this coming Sunday.  

    We are looking forward to the Mid Winter Roundup in 
Killeen, TX this year. It's close enough for everyone to 
attend. They have some really interesting news and classes 
for every chapter member. Hope to see everyone there. We 
are going to put together another Horizons training class 
again sometime soon. For those of you that have never 
been to one it is really a ball and educational as well.  We 
are also hoping to get an Emergency Response class 
scheduled very soon. 

    We hope that everyone has a very happy holiday season 
and may the New Year be just as much FUN as this last 
one was.                             

 

 

 

 

      Ride Meeting Location 

Unless otherwise specified, all Saturday rides depart 
from Yamaha of San Antonio, (YOSA), 15564 I-35 N 
between Evans Rd and Olympia Parkway. 
 

Friday Night Rides 
Meet at the Wal-Mart on the northwest corner of I-35 
and FM 3009 at 6:30 and we will decide where we want 
to go! 
 

Chap "U" Gatherings 
3rd Wednesday of each month. Our next Gathering will 
be 16 December 2009 at the Longhorn Cafe; 2501 Pat 
Booker Road; Universal City. We "Meet-to-Eat" at 6:00 
with "Information Sharing" beginning at 7:00 pm. Hope 
to see "U" there 
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G W R R A 
R I D E R  E D U C A T I O N (RED) 

P R O G R A M 
Program 
A brief explanation of the Rider Education (RED) Levels 
program is provided below.  Please see the attached 
brochure for more information and, as always, you can 
contact the Chapter Educator for assistance. 
 
The “Rider Ed” Program has four levels: 
 
_ Level I _ “Safety By Commitment” 
 
You may sign up for the Rider Education Program’s Level I 
at any time. There are no prerequisites or minimums to 
meet. Simply bring your commitments to make riding safer 
for you and those with whom you ride. 
 
_ Level II _ “Safety By Education” 
 
To progress to this level, you must have signed on at Level 
I, achieved at least 5,000 safe miles since becoming a 
GWRRA member and have taken an approved riding 
training course (riders) or an approved co-rider training 
course (seminar or 2-Up riding course) within the past 
three years. 
 
_ Level III _ “Safety By Preparation” 
 
Certified Tour Rider/Co-Rider 
 
You must be current in Level II, have CPR or First Aid 
training certification and carry a First Aid kit on your bike. 
_ 
 Level IV _ “Safety By Enhanced Preparation and 
Experience” 
 
Master Tour Rider/Co-Rider 
 
You must be current and have a full year at level III, have 
ridden no less than 25,000 safe miles since joining 
GWRRA, and must be certified in both CPR and First Aid. 
Master Tour Riders and Co-riders sign a commitment to 
wear all the gear all the time (ATGATT). 
 
All levels require the completion of an application that can 
be provided by the Chapter Educator or downloaded from 
the Chapter website or the GWRRA website. 
 
Rider Education Newsletter article --  
 

By the time this goes to press we should have completed 
the first of, what we hope will eventually be, several PLPs 
– Parking Lot Practices. 
 
During the process of receiving, and conducting rider 
training, be it during Basic Rider Course (BRC) or 
Advanced/Experienced Rider Courses (A/ERC), we have 
all observed many different techniques on how we each 
handle those, sometime tricky, slow speed maneuvers.  
We’d like to provide some insight into what we’ve learned 
from attending these courses and talking to riding experts; 
and some of you. 
 
The first thing you must master in slow speed maneuvers 
is using your head and eyes. This means that wherever 
you look the bike will go. However, in order to accomplish 
this both your head and eyes must turn in the direction you 
want the bike to go. Never look down unless you want to 
go down, or cross the road’s centerline. This technique 
does take time to become second nature but you can 
practice this technique every time you ride. For example, 
while pulling out of your driveway if you’re going right, turn 
your head and eyes all the way to the right look down the 
road where you want the motorcycle to go and you'll be 
making a much tighter turn than you previously did. When 
you stop at an intersection, practice this technique and the 
bike will go where you want it to go; and you won’t drift 
over the center line of the road either. 
 
The second technique in slow speed maneuvering deals 
with the friction zone. This is the area on the clutch 
between fully open and fully closed. In other words, as you 
let the clutch out and the bike starts to move, you're 
entering the friction zone. An easy way to become 
accustomed to riding the bike in the friction zone is to 
practice the slow race; simply ride as slow as you possibly 
can without releasing the clutch completely. 
 
The third slow speed maneuver technique is the use of the 
rear or controlling brake. With the motorcycle in the friction 
zone apply power and keep your foot lightly on the rear 
brake. This keeps the motorcycle from falling over at low 
speeds, which is where most people mess up. Don’t 
believe we’ve ever heard of anyone having problems 
balancing their motorcycle at normal driving speeds, using 
front and rear brakes as necessary! Using the front brake 
at slow speeds, with the handle bars turned even slightly, 
will cause you to lose your balance and you’ll most likely 
fall to the ground. Also, when you start to move from a 
complete stop both feet should come off the ground (don’t 
drag them) and your right foot should be ready to use the 
rear brake. 
 
Once you master these three techniques, you will amaze 
yourself at the maneuvers you can now perform; even the 
classic U-turn! Remember, all it takes is practice, practice, 
practice… 
 
Good Luck!  And have fUn!!! 
Court and Diane 
Chapter Educators  
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Rider Education 
 

Court VanSickler 
Master Tour Rider #7394 

Chapter Educator 
red@texaschapteru.org  



 

It is the time to collect our thoughts about the passed year 
and think about the new one that is upon us. 
 
In 2009 Chapter U decided to create a “Community 
Service” arm. With the help of everyone of you we have 
given staples to food banks, fed the hungry under the 
bridge, cleaned up our community highway, rode in the 
Blue Santa gift giveaway, donated money to the Fischer 
House, donated school supplies to St PJ’s Children’s 
Home and now are challenged with assisting a single 
mother of four who is down on her luck. I won’t go into her 
needs as they have already been addressed, but from the 
responses we are receiving, we will have no problem 
helping her get what she needs. Pat yourselves on the 
back. Summing up all we have done hasn’t really been a 
burden on anyone of us, but think about what all of this 
means to the recipients. 
 
Chapter U has been very blessed this year. With the 
exception of Bill and Jane Johnson’s encounter with a dog, 
we have had a very safe and productive year. Our chapter 
has elected new CD’s and hasn’t missed a beat. A great 
debt of gratitude is owed to Brad and Jill for their “vision” 
for Chapter U and the wherewithal to see it through.  
 
As we move into a new year we have a lot to look forward 
to. The fellowship with friends, the good we can do for our 
community and the way we conduct ourselves as human 
beings is what makes us and our chapter who we are. We 
are becoming a visible force in the community and that 
makes us even stronger as a group. 
 
Yes, 2009 was a good year to be associated with Chapter 
U. 2010 should be a breakout year for us, one that all of 
the others try to simulate. Let’s keep it going. We have a 
great deal of momentum so there is no reason to slow 
down.  
 
We now have in our group qualified trainers that make us 
the envy of a lot of other chapters. We have a vibrant 
recruiting coordinator who is constantly putting the word 
out about Chapter U. We have our treasurer who makes 
sure we have funds so we can help others. We have our 
Couple Of The year who also show our colors. We have 
our ride coordinators who make sure there are plenty of 
interesting rides to participate in along with Friday night 
gatherings. We have everything we need to be Chapter U. 
 
As I said, we are blessed. With that in mind, let’s 
remember who really gave us the opportunity to be who 
we are. He is the reason we celebrate Christmas. Without 
Him we are nothing.  
 
Merry Christmas and Happy New Year! 

 
Well here we are.   It does not seem like a year that we 
have been your COY.  Lots of things have happened.  Last 
year’s mid winter in Kerrville was a learning experience. 
Then the Texas district rally, where we had a chance to 
make some new friends and have a cool ride across the 
east Texas thicket.   
 
The “basket” fund raiser for the COY program.  Wing Ding 
in Tulsa and a 10,000 mile ride across the western USA. 
 
All in all it has been a busy and fun filled year capped off 
with our own October rally.   
 
We have taken classes and led rides.   Rolled out in the 
hot summer and the cold winter, in drought and damp.  
There have been fund raisers and prize drawings.  And 
always lots of eating and fellowship.  
 
All in all we have been honored to be your COY for 2009 
and wish you all the best for 2010 
 
Duke and Chela 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Rider Education Level 

Achievement 
   

We presented Level II patches to 

Mike and Cindy Edmonds at the last 

meeting.  
Get With Court Van Sickler to Enroll Today! 

 

ce@texaschapteru.org 
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This has always been my favorite time of year. I recall from 
living in PA. the brisk cool/freezing air. Unfortunately, that 
made riding rather difficult but here in Texas it is another 
story. I love riding all year long even with the drop in the 
thermometer. Winter in South Texas, if you can call it that, 
just doesn’t last long enough. So I will enjoy the cooler 
weather while I can, all the time knowing in the back of my 
mind that 100 degree temps lie just around the corner. Yes, 
the holidays are upon us and we should all take time to 
reflect and be thankful but those very same holidays that 
we should enjoy also bring on my annual case of Adult 
Attention Deficit Disorder (AADD). Make ready the 
turkey…get the tree down…replace the fall wreath…wait , 
I never put the wreath out….now where is that thing 
anyway? Make ready the TURKEY! 
 
On to MEC stuff! I recently visited with the Texas 
Coordinating Board for Higher Education as a member of 
www.SkillsUSA.org . Our meeting was going well and 
about to finish, we had covered all the topics. We briefly 
touched on all the leadership development training but 
spent a more significant amount of time on our 
competitions. We pointed out the f”U”n, the travel, the 
networking. Yes, that was the most important aspect of 
this organization. After all it is what all the students talk 
about. So, to say I was caught off guard by what I heard 
next would be an understatement! They wanted to know 
about the leadership and felt that that in itself was what the 
organization was truly about. Leadership development was 
the item people needed to know about to answer the 
question “what’s in it for me.” When I had time to sit back 
and reflect on what was said I realized they were right. The 
reason the competitions are so much f”U”n was because 
we were so active in leadership. It was those skills the 
students brought into the competitions that made them so 
exciting. That’s when I realized the similarities within 
Chapter “U” and GWRRA. 
 
Our ride schedule is the best, what a great job 
Gary/Melissa and Skip/Beth do each month. They make a 
tough job look easy! Our schedule is so active that when I 
speak to a prospective member that is what I talk first and 
most about. How much f”U”n it is to ride with this group! A 
little something for everyone! But if you sit back and think 
on why we have so much fun you’ll see an important 
element that we must talk about as well. Let me explain, 
when I first came to Chapter “U” I was to say the least 
unfamiliar with group riding. Yes, I too already knew how 
to ride, but I found out quickly that my skills could use a 
little honing. Our rides were not as fluid let’s say as they 
are now. I had been nervous hoping I didn’t screw up. I 
needed something more than reading the ride guide. Along 
came Fall leadership and Horizons training that helped me 

understand the organization but what about the riding part? 
I was very happy to see that in Chapter “U” we have an 
active education program thanks to some very dedicated 
individuals spearheaded now by Court and Diane. The 
parking lot Practices, ERC, CPR, Rode Captains, Co-
riders, levels program, first response, and monthly 
gatherings. With the entire rider education program it 
wasn’t long before I was comfortable and the rides 
became truly enjoyable. Our group was jellin. I remember 
the comments during the rides about tight formations and 
looking good…. So what is it that makes our rides so much 
fun? Yes, the people of Chapter “U” are the biggest part of 
it because with great people come great things! But to 
even a greater extent it is the rider education training we 
cover which makes us all safer and more comfortable in 
the group environment. I know we have all been on rides 
outside Chapter “U” where safety was an issue. I have 
even pulled out of some rides for that reason. 
 
So, to wrap this article up I would like to ask for everyone’s 
help in speaking with prospective members. All the 
leadership and ride training opportunities should be 
stressed and given equal time with our ride schedule. If 
Rider Education is the sweetener then our ride schedule is 
the candy. They just go well together!  Why is Chapter “U” 
so much f”U”n? Why are we so comfortable? Because we 
are safe in what we do and you just can’t put a value on 
something like that! 
 
Enjoy the ride! 
Dave and Lana 

 
As we near the end of 2009, we need to look back at what 
we, Chapter “U” members, have accomplished: the “Adopt 
A Highway” (which will happen again during December or 
January), the Rally for the “Returning Heroes”, feeding the 
homeless, and Blue Santa Just to mention a few. We had 
a tremendous year and welcomed some new great 
leadership to our team. Our Chapter Directors, Steve and 
Susan, have done a terrific job in keeping our activities 
moving along. I have heard them say that nothing would 
be possible without the membership of the Chapter, 
always stepping up, always being there when needed! 
 
I can honestly say that I enjoy this time of year! Each 
holiday gives me something I truly can enjoy, from the food 
at Thanksgiving to the gifts at Christmas. Each year I take 
my daughters out to the mall to select from the tree and 
then watch them busy themselves being a Secret Santa. It 
is hard sometimes to remember how fortunate we are. 
This season provides  
 
Continued Nest Page 
 

Page 4  

MEC CornerMEC CornerMEC CornerMEC Corner    
    

Dave WeaverDave WeaverDave WeaverDave Weaver    

Member EnhancementMember EnhancementMember EnhancementMember Enhancement    

mecmecmecmec@texaschapteru.org@texaschapteru.org@texaschapteru.org@texaschapteru.org        



us with the opportunity to reach a hand UP to those in  
need. Again, Chapter “U” has me beaming with pride to be 
part of such a great organization with such great people. It 
is looking like the “Adopt A Family” will be a great success 
this year. I hope that it is a success that we will continue 
for many years to come. The weather kept the turn out low 
for Joe Harrisons Blue Santa, but as I hear it from the Blue 
Knights, they had over 125 bikes attend theirs. So, with all 
this activity around the holidays, I am sure there will be 
many families who will benefit during this Christmas. I 
would also like to ask that you keep in mind our homeless 
during this season where the temperature can dip below 
the freezing point. Take a look in the closet and put that 
coat no one has worn for years to good use. 
 
I wanted to mention that Erika (From the Heroes Home) 
had a little girl. So that is why she was unable to attend the 
rally with us this year. True to my gender I did not write 
down the specifics. Congratulations Erika and I look 
forward to working with you next year! 
 
Though it is always nice to look back, we must remember 
it is what we do in the future that defines who we are as 
people and an organization. The New Year will bring many 
opportunities to make new friends and truly enjoy those we 
have now. The start of 2010 will bring the Mid-winter 
Roundup in Killeen this year. This is our first big event 
where we will be supporting Duke and Chela as the District 
Couple of the Year. There will be many activities for all of 
us to support so keep a close eye on the web page and 
our calendar more specifically. The annual Blessing of the 
bikes is just around the corner. We can use all the help we 
can get if you know what I mean. Try to make it out for 
lunch afterwards if you can’t make the blessing. So to wrap 
this up, I hope we each take some time to relive those 
great moments of 2009 but also look forward to 2010 and 
its many great accomplishments to be made. May 2010 be 
as blessed as the best year of our lives! 
 
Dave Weaver and Lana Goralewicz 
Membership Enhancement 
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Brent & Sue Lyons 

Duke & Chela Thompson 

Rod Cotter 

5 Years 

3 Years 

2 Years 

 

If we don’t have your anniversary listed please 

let us know! 
 
 

 
 

Rod Cotter 

Charlie Brown 

Judy Curtis 

Sue Lyon 

Martha Gover 

Mike Edmonds 

Chela Thompson 

Candy Brown 

 4 Dec 

 5 Dec 

 8 Dec 

11 Dec 

15 Dec 

28 Dec 

28 Dec 

31 Dec 

 

If we don’t have your birthday listed please let 

us know! 
 

 

 
 

Rod & Sandy Cotter 

Ron & Maria Delaughter 

Mike & Dolores Hausmann 

5 Dec 

14 Dec 

29 Dec 
 

 

If we don’t have your anniversary listed please 

let us know! 
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Ride ScheduleRide ScheduleRide ScheduleRide Schedule    

DecemberDecemberDecemberDecember    

No Friday Rides This Month 

Friday 25 December - Christmas          Have a Very 

Merry Christmas!! 

January 2010January 2010January 2010January 2010    

Friday 1 January- New Year's day!!! Blessing of the 
bikes ride! Check back here for more information later! 

Friday 8 January - Friday Night ride  See "U" there! 

Saturday 9 January - District Mid-Winter Roundup. 
Come and support Duke & Chela in the District Couple 
of the Year Competition. For more information, click 
here. 

Friday 15 January - Friday Night ride  See "U" there! 

Wednesday 20 January - Chapter "U" Gathering, 
Longhorn Cafe;  2501 Pat Booker Rd;  Universal 
City.  "Meet-to-Eat" at 6:00 pm.  Information Sharing 
begins at 7:00pm. 

Friday 22 January - Friday Night ride  See "U" there! 

Friday 29 January - Friday Night ride  See "U" there! 

 

Recommended Riding Apparel for all 
Chapter U Rides: 

 
1. Safety approved helmet. 
2. Proper eye protection 
3. Boots, jeans or leather pants, riding suit, 

rain gear, gloves. (Shorts and tennis shoes are not 
proper clothing when riding a motorcycle. Do so at 
your own risk and preferably not on a chapter ride.) 
This protocol is only a suggestion and for your safety 
in an activity that is inherently risky. ☺ 

 

Greetings all, 
 
The Texas District Staff Meeting and Couple of 
the Year Selection will NOT be held in Kerrville 
this coming January. Please pass this along to 
all your chapter participants. 
 
We have enjoyed a long stay in Kerrville over the 
years but it was deemed necessary to relocate to 
a more central location within the State. January 
9, 2010, the Mid-Winter will be located in Killeen, 
TX at the Civic Center. With this nearly 
geographical central location, it will also give you 
a great preview of next 
Year’s Rally site. The facility is only five years 
old and simply beautiful, modern and up to date. 
 
Room Blocks are secured for both the Mid-
Winter and the District Rally. With the Shilo 
being the host hotel, and right next door, we are 
fortunate enough to get the same room rates for 
both events. The Shilo's rooms are all suites and 
normally go for around $160 per night. OUR rate 
is $85 per night. You can make reservations on 
line at www.shiloinns.com or call 254-247-3133 
(direct line to hotel) or 1-800-222-2244. 
 
This is not the only hotel that will have special 
rates for GWRRA. We are currently in the 
process of securing bids and will list several 
more hotels available for these two events. They 
will be posted in the District Newsletter as soon 
as they are available. 
 
Keep an eye on the District Newsletters at 
www.gwrra-tx.org for the latest updates. 
 
Thanks, 
Ken & Barbie Peterson 
Texas District Directors 
817-293-4667 
kenandbarbie@att.net 
www.gwrra-tx.org 

 

 
 

2010 Texas District Rally 

Rally The Troops 
Killeen, TX - May 6, 7, 8, 2010 
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Mid Winter Round Up Schedule of Events 
Killeen Civic Center, 3601 South W.S. Young Drive 

 

8:30 - 9:00 Chapters Sign In Front Lobby 

9:00 - 9:30 Opening Ceremonies Ballroom 

9:30 - 12:00 Rider Education Special Events Room 

9:30 - 10:30 MED-Chapter Comp/Changes Ballroom 

9:30 - 11:30 COY Interviews-by invitation only Boardroom 

9:30 - 10:30 LTD - Chapter Structure & Organization Room 2 

10:30 - 11:30 MED - Fun Stuff in Killeen Ballroom 

11:30 - 12:30 LTD -What is a CD Room 2 

12:30 - 1:30 Directors Forum-CD’s Only Special Events Room 

12:30 - 1:30 COY - 2010 Room 1 

2:00 - 3:30 Closing Ceremonies Ballroom 

5:00 - 7:00 2010 District COY Selection Ballroom 

 

 

2009 Texas District Couple of the Year 
 

Don & I hope everyone had a great Thanksgiving with their Family. It is a time of the year to be thankful for lots of things. Our family 
has their health and happiness and we are thankful for that each and every day and also thankful for our enormous GWRRA Family. 
 
We attended the Region Staff Meeting in Marshall a couple of weeks ago. There was a lot of 
information shared with all of us. 
 
Don’t forget to make your plans for Mid Winter Round Up in Killeen on January 9th. If you haven’t made plans to attend, do it now. 
There will be lots of break outs with lots of information and of course the Texas District Couple of the Year selection. Our reign as 
Texas District Couple is almost over. We have had a blast. We hope there are lots of couples participating in the selection. T so many 
friends as District Couple. 
 
Even if your Chapter Couple does not participate in the selection be sure and honor them as they step down and then honor a new 
Chapter Couple for the next year. Participation in the selection is not the importance, but honoring a couple for all they do for the 
chapter is the importance. 
 
Hope you and your family have a great Christmas and a Happy New Year. Hope to see you all at the Mid Winter Round Up Couple 
Selection January 9, 2010. 
 
Don & Linda Holley 
2009 Texas District Couple of the Year 
Vendor Coordinators 
Grand Master Tour Riders 
1855 & 1854  
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